
 “If anyone has material possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, 

how can the love of God be in that person? Dear 

children, let us not love with words or speech but 

with actions and in truth”. 

1 John 3:17-18   

A few thoughts from Jengana  

It is difficult to imagine the reality of growing up in a slum home; 
being surrounded by raw sewage, with no toilet or running water, 
no (or unreliable) electricity, no assurance of having regular food, 
sharing a one roomed house with your parents and siblings and 
hearing or witnessing violence and abuse on your doorstep as a      
normal part of life. How then do you do homework, study for exams, 
get enough sleep to learn effectively and process all you see and 
hear and still have a clear enough mind to focus on school?  

For Maggie, a ten year old living in Mukuru kwa Njenga slum, this 
was the reality she was facing when we met her in 2014, as well as 
her father being often drunk and using the little his wife earned for 
alcohol.  We saw how Maggie, despite her circumstances was      
working hard and showing great potential. We were delighted to be 
able to take her and a friend to boarding school outside the slum to 
finish her primary school education in an environment that gave her 
the chance in life that we in the Western world often take for         
granted. 

At the end of 2017, Maggie finished primary school, with a fantastic 
score in her leaving exam which earned her a place in a prestigious 
school outside Nairobi. Again, it is difficult to imagine how this little 
girl from the slum feels as she is called to enrol in school, with her 
mum by her side, surrounded by girls from affluent areas of the city 
who have not known what it is to struggle for school fees, food or 
clothing. We were told by Jengana staff in Kenya that Maggie had no 
belongings on arrival to her new high school and whilst we still want 
to encourage our sponsor kids parents to contribute to their         
children’s education, for Maggie’s sake we were happy to buy the 
uniform, clothing and bedding she required to feel part of her new 
environment.  

Getting Maggie enrolled in school was a tricky and frustrating       
process as even attending an enrolment day when you have no 
money for public transport is impossible without help from others. 
We are thankful that God is looking out for children like Maggie, she 
is not a number or statistic in our group of sponsor children but she 
is a potential life changed as she has escaped the cycle of poverty 
that children growing up in a slum often are trapped in. She has 
been rescued from a life of likely teenage pregnancy and extreme 
poverty.  Maggie has also been sponsored to kid’s bible camp at 
Word of Life for her most recent school holidays and we were so 
delighted and encouraged to hear that she has made a commitment 
to Christ. Please pray for Maggie, that she will grow in her walk with 
God and work hard to make the best of this opportunity.  

The work continues…. 

In February, Fransuer and I travelled to Kenya 
for a week, and this time we were delighted to 
have Geoff Stewart, one of our board members 
accompany us to let him see some of the        
ongoing work. We have included a short report 
from Geoff in this update. 

Whilst we had a chance to visit some Jengana 
sponsor kids, this visit focused on staffing and 
developments at Kipepeo, our home for          
vulnerable babies. It was lovely to see how after 
a few months the house mothers and children 
have settled well into their new home. There are 
still teething problems and the contractors are 
back on site to ensure their work is properly 
completed and small issues are fixed.  

After being a house mother since Kipepeo 
opened in March 2015, we were sad to see         
Martha leave us to go back to her rural home in 
retirement. This was a time of mixed feelings for 
us all, especially for Efa who has worked with 
Martha from the start.  A new house mother has 
now joined the team, Millicent, who comes from 
Kibera. We have known this girl for a few years 
and we are excited to see her as part of the 
Jengana team. Please pray for the team, and the 
children as they adapt to this change.  

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/1-john/3/


Kenyan Musings 
Having accompanied Fransuer & Rachel on their February trip to 
Kenya it’s only possible to convey a few snippets of the events 
and experiences of a full-on busy week without running to pages. 
Having seen lots of photographs and heard a few updates I only 
thought I was prepared but as those who have been there will 
know, nothing can prepare you for those experiences and       
challenges. It was clear from the earliest stage of the trip that the 
Lord was going before us preparing the way- upon arrival at      
Nairobi Airport we were delayed  for 1.5 hours because of our 
refusal to bribe Customs officials to ‘allow’ us to bring the do    
nated children’s clothes in our cases into the country, but the  
result was  a senior customs contact, a call to whom would      
ensure unhindered entry for future trips - a real blessing with two 
teams going in July and for future years. When we decided 
our  home needed a washing machine, an industrial size one was 
donated by a missionary couple living on the other side of        
Nairobi, who were moving to Somaliland the week we were 
there! We were able to collect and install it.  
 

How amazing to see the Kipepeo home almost finished, to meet 
the staff, put faces to names and to experience first hand this 
amazing facility and ministry, seeing how happy and well cared 
for all of the children there are. It was exciting to walk around the 
site and see the potential of what also might be possible for the 
future. It was impactful to meet the 24 teenagers  from the slums 
Jengana are sponsoring through the Badili Programme this year 
to hear directly from them what this means to them, of the hope 
and aspirations this has given them for the future and to catch a 
glimpse of how tirelessly Pastors Evans and Henry work with 
these young people.  
 

For me personally,there were two challenges which stood         
out - one came from the time spent visiting families in Kibera and 
Mukuru slums and the inevitable comparison of all we have      
versus the abject poverty and the ensuing difficulties that is their 
daily reality and how the gift of a bag of groceries meant they 
knew they would eat for a day or two but the spectre of hunger 
and an uncertain future was just around the corner.  
   
The second challenge came from the verse on the back of my 
Jengana polo shirt from 1 John 3:17-18: “if anyone has material 
possessions and sees his    brother in need but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God be in him? ...let us not love with words 
or tongue but with actions and in truth. …” The breadth of the 
Jengana ministry is significant but so is the need and I can think of 
no more fitting description of what I saw consistently throughout 
the week than ‘love in action.’  
 
For me the week not only provided a greater insight into Kenya 
and the work of Jengana but it has given me a fresh perspective - 
something I am sure many who have been there before me can 
associate with.   
Geoff  

Back in Northern Ireland….. 

We have 2 youth teams preparing to go to Kenya in 
July to see our projects and volunteer their time to 
help out.  We pray that this will be a worthwhile trip 
for both those they seek to serve and for           
themselves.  

We were delighted to see almost 300 people attend 
the 2nd Jengana Gala Dinner on the 3rd March 2018. 
It was a great night where a very generous £10,000 
was raised. We were also very encouraged to see 
more people respond to our Just 10 campaign,      
aiming to get 1000 people to sign up to give just £10 
per month to the work of Kipepeo. We still need 
more sign ups so please spread the word! 

Prayer behind all that we seek to do….. 

In Kibera slum this past February, we were led to the 
home of a lady with HIV, whose daughter is a Jengana 
sponsor child. We intended to pray and encourage her 
with some food supplies. She told us with tears in her 
eyes how she had just that morning given her      
daughter her last 100 shilling note (about 70 pence) to 
pay for a week of a lunch time feeding programme, to  
ensure her daughter had a meal to take her HIV            
medication with. She said she genuinely didn’t know 
how they would eat that night, as there was nothing 
left but that she now knows that God saw her           
situation and acted. We’ve no doubt that God brought 
us to that house, and we pray that we continue to be 
led by Him in this work. Thank you for your ongoing 
support and partnering in prayer with us. 
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