
‘A father to the fatherless, a      
defender of widows, is God in his 

holy dwelling’. 
Psalm 68:5 

This past summer was the first in many years without a Jengana team           
travelling to Nairobi. It gave us (Fransuer and Rachel) a chance to spend 
some quality time at the Jengana projects. We found the time particularly 
useful at Kipepeo where the new houseparents, Levi and Rosemary had 
recently started work. It was encouraging to see the children looking so well, 
and the home having seen many positive changes with the general              
cleanliness and upkeep of the house. One of the areas needing attention 
was staffing. It had become clear that as the home has grown and staff have 
changed and developed that we would need a detailed rota so that everyone 
knew their roles and responsibilities and that the team worked effectively 
together for the good of the children. Rachel worked on the rota with the help 
of the staff and it has recently been implemented. So far we have had no 
complaints and feedback suggests it has helped working relationships! We 
would appreciate prayer for the ladies especially, as they carry out such a 
valuable role which can be challenging, particularly for those who live at 
Kipepeo. 

We spent some time with Levi and Rosemary, discussing and guiding them 
in their new roles. It is an answer to prayer to have someone on staff who 
can lead our staff and kids in daily devotions and help to take care of their 
spiritual needs. Having a male role model for the children is something that is 
much needed and we would ask you to pray for this couple as they grow in 
this very important role. We also look forward to Levi becoming more       
involved with kids outreach ministry by holding a Bible club at the Jengana 
centre. He is also keen to encourage a ministry to the local ladies in the area. 
We are looking forward to their role developing as they settle in to their new 
home. The new staff accommodation was completed whilst we were in    
Kenya and it was great to see the new couple and their kids move into their 
new home. Philip moved into the other house when he finished his social 
work course in July and is now full time on Jengana staff which is greatly 
beneficial. It was great to see Levi doing daily tuition with the school age   
children after school as well as assisting them with their homework. The kids’ 
marks have really improved and they have a lovely relationship with Levi. 
Rosemary gave birth to their second baby in May so is just starting to take up 
a role as a housemother. She is learning about the Kipepeo budget and 
stores so that she can take over from Catherine. 

We discussed a new internship programme for Kipepeo where we offer an 
initial 6 month long placement for a Badili 
student from Kibera who has finished their 
university/college course and is searching for 
work.     As one of our housemothers, Cathe-
rine was leaving us in August to complete her 
social work course, we decided to push this 
idea into reality and accepted our first intern, 
Moureen who started work in mid August. 
This placement benefits both parties and so 
far Moureen appears to be settling well.  

 

Our more long term staff, Efa (Mama Philip) and Sophia 
(Mama Maina) are working really well within the team 
and are the clear ‘mothers’ at Kipepeo. We have em-
powered Efa by giving her the head of housekeeping 
title so that she can feel more confident in guiding the 
others.  

We are looking forward to the ‘Maji safi’ project being 
properly operational, that is, having our borehole water 
available for purchase to the local community. There is a 
great need for this as the ladies fetch water using their 
donkeys from a nearby borehole but have to walk a fair-
ly long distance with their donkey, uphill, with the full 
water tanks. Our property is at the top of the hill so will 
save a lot of time and energy for many ladies who are 
already working so hard to provide for their families. The 
scheme is ready to start so we hope word will spread 
very soon. This will also hopefully bring in a small 
amount of money for Kipepeo. 

Nixon, our caretaker is such a success story. He has 
taken his role really seriously and has pushed forward 
with the shamba (garden). There are now many vegeta-
bles being grown and then used for food at Kipepeo. 
This is saving money and is great to see the home be-
coming more self sustaining. He is also looking after the 
chickens and eggs are provided to Kipepeo daily. He 
provides security for the whole Jengana site and his 
most recent role has been working on the guest accom-
modation building project, doing manual work and over-
seeing the temporary workers. He has been a great role 
model to the temporary workers and is providing for his 
family in their rural village home. We are delighted with 
how this new role has empowered Nixon to transform 
his life. 

Summer update  



We asked David and Mary Torrens to write a little snapshot 
summary of their time in Nairobi to share with you all…. 

What an experience! 
 
In July we had the opportunity to spend three days with the 
Mukula family in Nairobi, seeing at first hand, the range of    
ministry activities that Jengana is directing for the families in 
Kibera and Mukuru slums.  It was only three days but they were 
life changing and we were so impressed with the “end  
to end” approach that Jengana takes.   
 
Starting with the babies who are rescued from being either 
abused or abandoned by their families, they are taken to the 
amazing new Kipepeo facility and into the care of the team 
working under Philip.  The love and care that is showered on the 
16 small kids by the local team is easy to see and is making a 
tremendous difference to their lives. 
 
We saw, first hand, the feeding programme at the primary 
school that gives the children probably their only healthy meal of 
the day and met the older sponsored kids who are encouraged 
to make the most of the opportunities that the schools provide.  
Fransuer was energetic in his encouragement for them to 
stretch themselves and be the best that they can be. 
 
We met the students at different stages of the Badili programme 
that Nairobi Baptist, Kibera run with Jengana and were delighted 
to see the personal development that takes place through the 
years of study and the drive that those young people have to 
grow and develop both academically and spiritually  
through the programme so that they can lift themselves out of 
the slum life and then model that hope back to others. 
 
Our summary of the snapshot that we had into life in the Nairobi 
slums would be, A M A Z I N G! 
Through the focus that Jengana brings, the scourges of poverty, 
illiteracy and ill health in Kibera and Mukuru are being tackled by 
local  people who are  passionate for Jesus and are bringing 
hope, light and love to people of all ages and stages.                 
Fransuer and Rachel put their hearts and souls into driving the             
organisation day by day and the results are there for all to see.  
Lives are being changed, God is being glorified and individuals 
of all ages are being given hope for a better future.  

Watu Wote Cottages 

Fransuer spent a lot of his time during this trip overseeing the 
progress so far and the ongoing work on the new guest            
accommodation on the Jengana land. It is exciting to imagine that 
the 2020 teams could be staying onsite for the first time. This is 
something we’ve imagined for a very long time as it will save    
travelling time for the teams, they can spend more time helping/
working at Kipepeo, and it means we can receive guests on     
holiday and church groups at other times of the year. The profits 
from this will be used to help in funding the running of Kipepeo. 
There are three large cottages currently being built and work is 
progressing well but not without the usual hiccups, Kenya style. 
Despite these, we hope that Watu Wote (all people) cottages will 
be operational by June 2020. 
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Badili 

It was really encouraging to visit the Badili college students in 
Kibera and get to spend some time talking with them about their 
journeys and how their experience has been with college and life 
outside the slum. We met with the current group who are taking 
the discipleship programme and are still based in Kibera, after 
meeting the group who finished the course last year and who are 
now studying at various colleges and universities. The difference 
between the two groups was clearly visible. It is a privilege to be 
involved in the transformation of these young adults’ lives as they 
start to break the cycle of poverty which usually entangles those 
born in a slum home. 

We also visited the Jengana sponsor kids in both Mukuru kwa 
njenga and Kibera slums. We visited many of their homes, got to 
chat a bit about school and try to encourage them in their school 
work. They now have examples of other kids in the year groups 
above them getting to good secondary schools when they have 
worked hard and this is a big motivator. Please pray for one of the 
older Primary school girls, we’ll call her Emma. She is very bright 
and academically able but is at risk of being led into alcohol and 
drugs and even prostitution by her much older sisters who are in 
that industry. She has been spoken to about her potential, and 
encouraged to continue working hard to reach her potential. Pray 
that those attempting to mentor Emma know how to deal with the 
situation and that Emma responds well. We were delighted that 
she accepted a place in the August Bible club at Word of Life, she 
spent a week there, with 9 others from Kibera, sponsored by 
Jengana. We hope this experience, and what they have been 
taught will positively impact these children as they start their new 
term. Please join us in continuing to pray for all of these projects. 
If you would like more regular updates (we don’t bombard you!) 
then you can email info@jengana.com, leaving your mobile     
number and we will add you to our whatsapp support group. 
Thank you! 
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