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Read  John 15:1-5     
 
“I am the true 
grapevine, and my 
Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts 
off every branch 
of mine that 
doesn’t produce 
fruit, and he 
prunes the 
branches that do 
bear fruit so they will produce even 
more. 3 You have already been pruned and 
purified by the message I have given 
you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is 
severed from the vine,	and you cannot be 
fruitful unless you remain in me. 
 
‘Don’t be afraid…cut them right back’ said 
my Granny as I stood in her little garden 
many years ago looking at her roses. I was a 
teenager and I knew absolutely nothing 
about flowers or plants…something that 
hasn’t changed much over the years!  
However my Gran was finding it more 
difficult to get things done in the garden 
and so there I was Mr Know Nothing, 
standing staring at a group of 4 or 5 rose 
bushes wondering what my Gran meant when 
she had asked me to prune them… and why 
this was important ….. 
 
Well many years on… the wonderful internet 
now tells me that pruning’ actually creates a 

vital plant, as pruning encourages new 
growth, removes old, dead wood, helps shape 
the plant, and reduces the chances of fungal 
disease by opening the rose plant up to 
airflow.’ (the spruce.com) 
In other words while it might like pruning is 
hurting even killing a plant it is in fact doing 
exactly the opposite. Jesus in our passage 
today tells us that pruning, while 
uncomfortable, is also necessary for the 
Christian. Yes even when we have been 
‘purified by the message’, that is come to 
trust in Jesus, there remains considerable 
work to do in our hearts & lives…. A work of 
removing old attitudes & desires …and 
replacing them with God given ones.  Of 
course the reassuring news is that while I’m 
a bit of a cut & hope pruner… that God 
knows exactly what He is doing with our 
lives… So He lovingly measures each stroke 
precisely…so that we produce even more 
fruit…. 
As we begin our time of prayer so we hear 
some words from Psalm 27- The Lord is my 
light and my salvation— so why should I be 
afraid? The Lord is my fortress, protecting me 
from danger, so why should I tremble?    And we 
pray a prayer from the 24/7 prayer movement. - 
Unshakeable God, you are my ever-present help 
in times of trouble. Amidst all the isolation, 
grief and fear caused by this crisis, renew in me 
your peace, restore to me your perspective, and 
reveal to me your presence as I spend this time 
with you now. AMEN 
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So we begin to pray for our 
world….  

Heavenly Father we pray for 
our world as we continue to seek to contain 
& cure the virus Covid 19. Firstly we pray 
that you would help our world leaders work 
together & give them the wisdom & direction 
they need as they seek to contain this virus. 
Also we pray for our scientist & medical 
professionals that they too would be guided 
& led to important discoveries that will lead 
us out of this present crisis. 

Today we focus especially on S America in 
particular Brazil & Argentina.  

In Latin America, Brazil 
has the highest number of 
deaths, with nearly 
140,000 so far. It has also 

recorded more than 4.5 million cases, the 
third highest in the world. 

Newly confirmed 
cases in the region 
are also rising in 
Argentina, which 
recently became the tenth country to 
record more than half a million infections. 

Prayer- Lord we bring to You the people of 
Brazil & Argentina. We ask You to bring real 
help to the health services there as they 
seek to care for every patient. We pray too 
for those who have lost loved ones, may they 
know Your comfort & discover your light 
even in this time of darkness. 

We now pray once more 
for our own land, asking 
God to guide our 
executive as they 
legislate. We also 

continue to pray for those families affected 
by Covid 19 & our healthcare professionals. 
We also pray for the many who have lost 
their jobs & for those businesses that find 
themselves struggling to stay viable.  

We pray for our Church & 
all other local Churches. 
Prayer- Heavenly Father in 
this time of rapid change & 
growing anxiety may we as 
your people stand fast in 
you the rock that can’t 
move, may we be grounded 
firm & deep in our saviour’s 

love & help us be people who share hope & 
love with all others.  

We turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 

This morning we begin by praying 
for 10 year old Leo who remains in hospital 
following surgery for the part removal of a 
brain tumor. We also continue praying for 
Timothy Harte & Daniel Kidson two 13 year 
old boys who also have cancer. Lord of hope 
we ask you to bring complete healing to 
these young boys. 

We also pray for healing & encouragement 
for -    Paul McDowell....  Percy Foster..... 
Jean Woods ... Jerry McHaffee...  Sarah……  
George McKee... Bernie McKee….. Anna 
Cooper….   Trevor...  George &  Susanne 
after a bad accident..   

And we bring to God all those who are 
experincing great loss at this time, including 
- The parents of baby Ross & Jenny who 
both died after being born 15 weeks 
premature. The family of Tina Donaldson & 
The family of Rhoda Nixon. Lord surround 
these people in your arms of love we pray. 
We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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