
You intended to harm me, but God       
intended it for good to accomplish what 

is now being done.’ Genesis 50:20.  

Plans changed!  

In mid February, Fransuer and I had our usual busy week in 
Kenya working with the our Jengana projects to keep        
updated and to prepare for the teams which were planned for 
July. These were to include over 20 young people as well as 
a slightly smaller adult team. This was to be a significant     
summer as so much preparation and planning had been 

channelled into building and 
furnishing the new guest       
accommodation, the Watu 
Wote (Swahili for ‘all      
people’) cottages.            
Watu Wote was a vision 
from many years ago, in 
which we hoped that one 
day our teams would be 
able to stay on the Jengana 

site and other groups from within Kenya could hire out the 
facilities during the rest of the year. February saw us chasing 
all over the city trying to find the best deals on everything 
from beds and mattresses to plates and cutlery which was 
both intense and hilarious at the same time. It was exciting 
yet nerve wracking to leave Kenya in late February knowing 
that within 5 months we would have our teams staying on the 
Jengana site, a walking distance from  Kipepeo!  

With hindsight, due to Covid 19, we now know that this was 
not going to happen in July 2020! There is no doubt that this 
was disappointing and difficult in many ways but we have 
been aware that though darkness is active in our world, God 
can use these negative and difficult circumstances to bring 
about good. We were reminded of the story of Joseph in the 
Old Testament. ‘You intended to harm me, but God       
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done.’ Genesis 50:20.  

Over the past months we have seen both the horrible effects 
of the virus, alongside the good which has encouraged us 
and others during these months of uncertainty. Having to 
cancel our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Jengana Gala 
Dinner, was disappointing, yet seeing the response of many 
supporters over this time, trying to ensure that those in Kenya 
weren’t disadvantaged has been remarkable. We were not 
able to make a start on the kitchen/dining area that the teams 
were going to help with but this will come at the right time. It 
has given us time to plan and consider the most cost          
effective way to proceed.  

Curfew in the slums 

When we have witnessed what Covid-19 has done in 
wealthy, first world countries, we couldn’t help but imagine 
the potential to wreak havoc in Kenya. It is impossible to 
insist on lockdown in a country where so many live ‘hand 
to mouth’, relying on each day’s work. However there has 
been a strict curfew which means nobody can be out of 
their homes after 7pm. It was our privilege to be able to 
offer a temporary home to two young teenage girls who 
are sponsored by Jengana and attend boarding school.      
Covid-19 means that schools were closed and so these 
kids were sent back to slum 
based homes where parents 
are struggling to eat, where 
there is rarely electricity and a 
family is squeezed into a tiny 
mud and corrugated iron hut 
with no bathroom facilities or 
running water. How are     
senior high school girls      
supposed to adjust or study in 
that environment? These two 
girls have been living with the 
Kipepeo family over the past months and are benefitting 
from extra tuition from Levi, our house parent.  

Whilst we are very thankful that the virus has not spread 
widely within Nairobi’s slums, the restrictions on normal 
life have been taking their toll with less job availability and 
children being at home following school closure. We were 
glad to have been able to assist Nairobi Baptist Church, 
Kibera to deliver food packages to some of the most 
needy children in the area, some of these being Jengana 
sponsored children. In Mukuru slum the funds usually 
used to pay school fees went to support those really 
struggling in the current climate. We would ask you to 
pray that Covid-19 stays at a very low level within these 
poverty stricken areas as the effects of an increase could 
be catastrophic. 
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Sophie had her surgery on 17th August and is now back 
home at Kipepeo. She is doing well and will remain in her 
plaster casts for 8 weeks. We were thankful also for our 
house mother, Redempta, who stayed with Sophie in  
hospital. Please pray for little Sophie’s recovery and that 
she will be able to walk comfortably in the coming months. 

Kipepeo update 

Schools closed in Kenya in March and this immediately 
meant our house mothers were having all 17 children at 
home all day, every day! This has been a big change for 
everyone at Kipepeo but one to which they have adapted 
well. Levi, our house parent has been home schooling the 
children which has been such a benefit to their learning. 
There has been an increase in the grocery bill due an  
extra meal being cooked every day and Philip can’t  travel 
to buy in bulk as he could before so things are costing 
more. Overall, we are thankful for good health for the kids 
and staff. Please pray for their ongoing health and       
protection, and for relationships between the staff as they 
spend all their time together.   

Some of you will remember hearing about one of the little 
girls, Sifa. She required plastic surgery on her lips a    
couple of years ago after she suffered horrible facial 
burns. Sifa now requires  
further surgery as her scars 
are  getting tight as she 
grows. Please pray for her 
as we prepare for her next          
operation and if you could 
consider donating to this      
surgery we would be        
delighted.  

Hunger amongst the Masai    

An appeal via Facebook and 
email for your help to support 
those in need over this crisis 
period resulted in us being able 
to respond to the Masai people 
in an area of great need in 
Sekanani, near the Masai Mara 
game reserve. Our plans were 
for our teams to build much 
needed classrooms and toilets 
in the area with a project we 
recently got involved with due to their amazing work for 
God amongst people who do not yet know Him. Girls are 
being subjected to female genital mutilation and married off 
as young as 13. There is so much hunger due to wild      
animals eating crops. The pandemic exacerbated these 
needs as the markets, which are the Masai people’s main 
source of income, selling their sheep and goats, were 
closed. Jengana was able to buy food packages for 72   
families which included 120 kids. We may respond again to 
this project as needed and as funds allow. 
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Sophie’s story 

Another positive story during 
this time has been that of 
little ‘Sophie’. Some of you 
will have heard of her story 
from our Facebook or 
‘Whatsapp’ updates. Sophie 
arrived at Kipepeo a couple 
of years ago following a 
lengthy hospital stay which 
included an intensive care 
admission. She had suffered 
a serious head injury at the 
hands of her mother who 
had severe mental health issues. Miraculously, Sophie is a 
bright and active girl who doesn’t appear to have any   
learning difficulties. She does, however, have cerebral   
palsy, especially down one side and although she has 
learned to walk, it is very difficult for her without support 
and she is reliant on splints. Sophie also has club feet 
which were in the process of being corrected before her 
injury. Despite weekly physiotherapy and various splints, 
Sophie’s legs and feet make walking very difficult, so     
surgery was inevitable. We were pleased that the local  
children’s officer sought to assist Jengana in raising the 
necessary funds for surgery. This developed into a public 
fundraising campaign which managed to raise the entire 
total required within a few days. We were then even more 
delighted to hear that the mission hospital where Sophie 
was being booked in had heard about her story and wanted 
to perform her surgery free of charge! All the monies that 
were raised are being donated to Jengana to assist with 
Sophie’s recovery.  

Thank you 

In this time of uncertainty and change, we don’t know 
when we will return to Kenya or more importantly, we 
don’t know how the virus will continue to affect the country 
but we are assured of God’s presence, His sovereignty 
and His desire for good amidst the reality of this world. 
We appreciate your support whether through prayer,    
finance or practical input. The projects we are involved in 
can only function thanks to your ongoing help. We truly 
appreciate all of you who responded to our Covid-19   
appeal and those who give so faithfully every month. This 
really ensures that all of our daily projects can continue 
and reach those who need help. 


