
Sunday 1st Nov 2020 

Welcome & announcements 

Call to worship  Psalm 116 vs12-16  

Praise Group ‘How great thou art’ 

Opening prayer 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 78:1-7 

Offering  

New Testament Reading 2 Tim1:3-10 

Sermon 

Prayers for others 

Hymn  HP 463 To God be the glory 

Blessing 

Communion at 12 noon 

Call to worship- Ps 116  
What shall I return to the LORD for all his goodness to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation & call on the name of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful servants. 
Truly I am your servant, LORD; I serve you just as my mother did; 
    you have freed me from my chains. 
 

Praise Group- How great thou art 
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,                                          
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;                                                
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,                                                            
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

CHORUS - Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,                                                  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.                                                       
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,                                            
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,                                      
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.                                                       
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur                                                
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.   & CHORUS 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;                                            
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;                                                               
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,                                                                 
He bled and died to take away my sin.      &  CHORUS 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,                                  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.                                                
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,                                                                 
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!"   & CHORUS 

                                                                        
Opening prayer  Let us pray together-  Almighty God, to 
whom all hearts are open, all desires known, & from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, & 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Let us now take some moments in quiet as we each have that 
opportunity to confess to God once more our sins & failures.  If we 



confess our sins, God is faithful & just & will forgive our sins, & 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Amen. Thanks be to God 

Old Testament Reading  Psalm 78:1-7 

My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, 
things from of old –3 things we have heard and known, things our 
ancestors have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their 
descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 
deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done. 5 He 
decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, 
which he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 6 so 
that the next generation would know them, even the children yet 
to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 7 Then they 
would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but 
would keep his commands. 

Offering  

New Testament Reading 2 Timothy 1:3-10   

3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear 
conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my 
prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be 
filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived 
in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am 
persuaded, now lives in you also. 

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which 
is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us 

does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-
discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or 
of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by 
the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not 
because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 
time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 
Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel 

SERMON- Do you remember his name?    We met him only a 
couple of weeks ago on the Sunday when we commissioned our 
pastoral visitors.... You remember we thought about Moses & 
Jethro & Paul & Onesiphorus.  Slide 1  Yes Onesiphorus.. a man 
we know so little about... yet a man who lifted & encouraged the 
apostle Paul as he came towards the end of his life in prison 
Onesiphorus  we don’t know if he could preach...or if he was a 
great leader... or if he could sing & lead worship... we don’t know 
much except that he remained faithful...he made a difference... 

Today is All Saints Day Slide2  it’s not a day that we in 
Protestant Churches have usually given that much focus.. Yet it’s 
a day when we remember & give thanks for the testimonies & 
lives of those saints of God who have gone before us..& by saints 
of course I mean ALL those women & men who trusted in Christ 
as their saviour & walked with him in their lives..  So many people, 
mostly unknown & unheralded, yet people who through their daily 
decisions to trust & live for Jesus...made a difference & left a 
living legacy of witness in you & me...Today we remember & give 



thanks for ALL those people who have brought the love of God to 
life for us...as they showed us kindness... mercy... care... As they 
did the little things in ways that pointed to Jesus the one who 
saves lives.... 

Our Old Testament passage today comes from Psalm 78, a psalm 
that asks it’s listeners to look back at Israel’s history...at the 
story of their ancestors as they were rescued from Egypt & 
wandered through the wilderness...As we saw over the past 
Sundays ...the rescued Israelites struggled to trust God & their 
wandering continued & here in Psalm 78 their descendants & 
called to look back & learn lessons from them.. the psalmist says 
don’t make the same mistakes as your ancestors did, instead look 
to how God showed them grace, love & mercy ... so TRUST HIM & 
pass on to your children the history of what God has done. Slide3             
tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders he has done vs4   

Yes as we come today to remember & give thanks for all those 
who have made a positive impact on our lives... all those people 
who have shared with us & shown us through their lives the good 
news of God’s grace available in Jesus.. We come remembering 
but also learning lessons for the present & the future..For the 
psalmist doesn’t give his people a history lesson just for the sake 
of it... this isn’t about passing on information...it’s about learning 
lessons of faithfulness for the present & being challenged to 
pass on the truth about God to the next generation... 

Our New Testament passage comes like it did a few weeks ago 
from Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy... So Paul is writing this letter 
from prison as he faces an uncertain future... a future that we 
now know would lead shortly to his death for the faith. Paul is 
writing to Timothy, Slide 4 a young man who had become like a 
son to him as well as his apprentice mission leader...Yes Paul 
writes to Timothy, ‘his dear child’ telling him that, no matter 
what others say, Paul is still serving God like his forefathers did 
vs 3 And that even though he, Paul, was locked away he hasn’t 
stopped praying for Timothy... Yes it’s clear that Paul cares 
greatly for Timothy & that he has been something of a ROLE 
MODEL for the young man, teaching him many things. BUT Paul 
wasn’t the only one who impacted Timothy’s life... for in verse 5 
we hear of how faith in Jesus Slide 5 ‘first lived in your 
grandmother Lois & in your mother Eunice.’  Yes Timothy had a 
mother & Granny who no doubt loved him, prayed for him & 
taught him what following Jesus was really about...  And they did 
a good job, for Timothy become one of Paul’s most trusted 
partners in the gospel....Joining the apostle & Silas in the 2nd 
missionary journey & being sent by Paul to serve in Corinth (1 Cor 
4:17) , Thessalonica (1 Thess 3:2) & now Ephesus 1 Tim 1:3). Not 
easy places to serve... Yes Timothy was someone who Paul cared 
for but also thought highly off... His mother & grandmother had 
done a good job in sharing the love & truth of Jesus with him.... 

So today we are reminded of the central place of relationships in 
sharing the Christian faith... Oh yes the Alpha course, gospel 



literature & programs & Christian TV & radio & sermons & all the 
rest certainly play their part in helping people come to know 
Jesus.. BUT I believe that the single most important influence on 
a person coming to live for Jesus is another human being who has 
lovingly shared their life & Christian story with them...So it 
really isn’t just about the Paul’s, the preachers & leaders, it is so 
much about the Lois’s & Eunice’s & Onesimus’s ...Let’s take that to 
heart today... Your Christian witness, my Christian witness... in 
words that we say, in our attitudes & reactions.. & in what we 
prioritise ... tells a powerful story ...hopefully for good.... 
hopefully people see little bits of Jesus in us.... Slide 6 

Back in 2013 the former Arch bishop of Canterbury Lord Carey 
warned that Christianity in Britain is just 1 generation away from 
extinction...others like the Christian writer Steve Rabev have 
pointed out the that ‘Christianity is NEVER more than 1 generation 
away from extinction’. These are not just people being negative... 
rather Lord Carey & others are underlining what we have been 
thinking about this morning... that our faith in Jesus isn’t 
something that we are born with... rather it’s something that we 
see in others & are drawn to & so hopefully come to place of 
accepting & trusting in Jesus ourselves...  

And so today as we look back at the Saints who have gone 
before... as we think of our call to live for Jesus now in the 
present... We also look ahead & soberly consider the deep need 
to so live our lives & share Jesus that others in the next 
generations come to know just how much God loves them, that 

Jesus died for them... & that they need God’s grace & mercy & 
new life... We need to pass on the faith. But how can they call on 
Him if they have not put their trust in Him? & how can they put 
their trust in Him if they have not heard of Him? And how can 
they hear of Him unless someone tells them? Rom10:14 NLV Slide 7 

Yes that’s the challenge & when we look back at our passage we 
find that even reliable Timothy found it hard at times...So here 
Paul tells him  that the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but 
gives us power, love & self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the 
testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in 
suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.  Yes as Paul sits in 
prison he reminds his dearly loved apprentice that although it’s 
hard... God will help him be strong... & be loving... & be disciplined. 
Yes Paul reminds Timothy & maybe himself as well, that God will 
be with Him & give him what he needs to do the job.... & God will 
give us what we need to play our parts as well...  

Today we remember with thanks those who have left their mark 
on our lives for Christ... But we also consciously take up our place 
in seeking to live for Jesus & pass on to others the message that 
leads to life & immortality...   Slide 8   Let’s take a moment of 
silence as we pause & give thanks for all those who have impacted 
our lives for Jesus...  And let us also take a moment to surrender 
our lives again to Jesus & his purpose for us.   

 



Prayers of Intercession - Let us pray for the church throughout the 
world and for all who seek to follow Christ in this generation. Through 
them and through us, Your kingdom come Your will be done.  

Let us pray for the world and all its peoples. Let us pray that those in 
authority in this and all nations may seek justice and peace for all.  
Your kingdom come Your will be done.  

Let us pray for those in need, especially . . Leo, Timothy, Daniel, Adam, 
Paul, Jean, Gerry & Jean, Bernie, Ronnie & Maggie, Sarah Lucy, Mark, 
Trevor , George , Susanne, Liz, Arianna, Raymond & Connie, Patti, Nicky 
& Valerie... AND we prau also for all who minister to those in need. 
Draw near to all with your healing love.                                                            
Your kingdom come Your will be done. 

We remember in your mercy all who have gone before us especially 
those who were significant in each of our faith journeys. Join our 
prayers with those of the whole company saints.                                            
Your kingdom come Your will be done.  

Lord of the church, hear our prayer and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you now and always. Amen. & we say The Lord’s Prayer  

Hymn	–	To	God	be	the	glory	

To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  (Refrain) 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain) 

Closing prayer & blessing 

Lord God we thank you for the great things that You have done & 
we pray that you would help us to Trust You for great things in 
the future & give us courage to play the part You call us to play in 
seeing Your kingdom come...                                                             
So we share the words of the grace together. 


