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Read Ruth 1:1-5  
In the days 
when the 
judges 
ruled, there 
was a famine in 
the land. So a 
man from 
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife 
and two sons, went to live for a while in the 
country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was 
Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab 
and lived there. 3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s 
husband, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one 
named Orpah and the other Ruth. After 
they had lived there about ten years, 5 both 
Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was 
left without her two sons and her husband. 

Over these next few weeks in our Tuesday 
prayers we are going to read through the book 
of Ruth. This bible book is placed between the 
book of Judges, which was a turbulent period 
in history when ‘everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes’ Jdg 21:25 & the book of 1 
Samuel which tells of the rise on the 
monarchy. So the events in Ruth are set 
during a difficult fast changing time.  
The book begins by telling us that there was a 
famine in the land & that a man from 
Bethlehem (ironically this means house of bread) 
took his wife & 2 sons to Moab to escape it. 
The move to Moab seems to have been 
intended as a temporary one however it 
becomes much longer so that sadly there in  

Moab first Elimelech & then his 2 sons 
eventually die. This leaves Naomi alone with 
her 2 new young daughter-in-laws in a foreign 
land. 
So our story begins in trouble & tragedy.... 
because of hardship a family flees from their 
home in the ‘house of bread’ only for all the 
men to die in a foreign land.  Perhaps given 
the circumstances several commentators, 
noting passages like Lev 26:3-4, see an 
element of God’s judgement in the famine & 
so they go on to criticise the family for 
fleeing. However it’s clear from other bible 
passages , such as the story of Joseph 
(Gen42:5), that a famine could also advance 
God’s purposes. So perhaps we should be slow 
to jump to conclusions....   
 
Sometimes people can be quick to see 
judgement behind this or that & perhaps we 
can be in times of pressure quick to point the 
finger at others. However when Jesus was 
confronted by people telling him about an 
awful massacre by the Romans (Luke 13:1-5) 
he warned those people that they shouldn’t 
think they were better than those the awful 
things had happened to. Instead Jesus called 
on them to repent & make sure that they 
were following God.  
It can be all too easy for human beings to 
quickly judge others while allowing ourselves 
excuses about our own attitudes & behaviour. 
Today’s passage reminds us that sometimes 
we just don’t have the all the answers as to 
why... and that grace & compassion are never 
bad things!  We pause before we pray.... 

So we begin to pray for our 
world using some words from 
the Unite prayer movement.   – 
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Lord the nations of our world are still being 
overwhelmed by Covid-19. Their economies 
are reeling and their unity is increasingly 
fractured by growing tensions. In many 
nations despondency has filled the land. 
Despair is slowly strangling the hopes and 
dreams of many precious souls. We live in 
what the scripture refers to as the ‘evil 
day’- a day when it is impossible to 
persevere without your supernatural help.  

So heavenly Father we come boldly before 
you throne today and we ask for divine 
strength to stand & pray faithfully. We 
implore you to destroy the cloud of fear & 
despair covering the peoples of our world.. 
So we come in Jesus name & ask that You 
eradicate Covid19 & heal our cities & nations. 
Amen 

 In a time when it might be easy 
to withdraw inwards 
& point the finger at 
others we pray that 
you would help all 
people be patient with each other & show 
genuine care & compassion to each other.  

And now we particularly pray for our own 
local leaders … as they meet today to 

discuss the next 
steps for our land. 
Lord amidst the 
different opinions 
& personalities we 
pray for Your 
Spirit to move , 

giving direction, wisdom & grace to our 
leaders as they struggle with complex & 
difficult decisions.  

We continue praying now for Church during 
this fast changing time. We ask that we 
might be able to keep our Church doors open 

for services but only if that is considered to 
be safe for our whole community. We pray 
too for our technical team & ask that God 
would stir more people to get involved in 
these important roles. We ask too for grace 
for all of the Church family as we potentially 
head into tighter restrictions. We pray 
especially for those who are on their own. 

We turn now to focus on those 
who have requested our 
prayers. 
 

So we continue in prayer for – 10 year old 
Leo, for Timothy Harte, for Daniel Kidson. 
Lord bring your healing to these boys we 
pray. 

We pray also for Paul McDowell, Jean 
Woods, Jean & Jerry Mchaffee, Bernie 
McKee, Sarah, Lucy, Anna, Mark, Trevor, 
George, Susanne, Liz, Lucy, Linda with 
cancer & 8 month old Arianna who is 
awaiting surgery.   

We also remember those who have 
experienced loss at this time… the family of 
Percy Foster, Margaret Mawhinney & 
family, the family of Tina Donaldson & 
family of George Mckee.         

Finally we pause & remember other we know 
who need God’s gracious touch at the 
moment. 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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