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Read Ruth 1:6-9 & 
14-18  6 When 
Naomi heard in 
Moab that 
the LORD had come 
to the aid of his 
people by providing 
food for them, she 
& her daughters-in-law prepared to return home 
from there. 7 With her 2 daughters-in-law she 
left the place where she had been living & set 
out on the road that would take them back to 
the land of Judah. 

8 Then Naomi said to her 2 daughters-in-law, “Go 
back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May 
the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown 
kindness to your dead husbands & to me. 9 May 
the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in 
the home of another husband.”...... 

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth 
clung to her. 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-
in-law is going back to her people & her gods. Go 
back with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge 
me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 
you go I will go, & where you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people & your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, & there I will be 
buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if even death separates you & me.’ 
 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined 
to go with her, she stopped urging her. 

As we continue looking at the book of Ruth we 
see that as the dejected Naomi decides to 
return home. However Naomi seems to have 
given up hope that anything will ever change for 
her. Naomi feels that the Lord’s hand has turned 

against her (vs13) & she feels she has nothing to 
offer her daughter-in-laws but bitter pain.... 

However despite Naomi’s attempts to put her 
off & although she knew that there would be no 
quick easy benefits... Ruth clung to her mother-
in-law saying simply but emphatically ‘your God, 
my God, your people, my people.’   

Interestingly this inter-change between Naomi & 
Ruth began to be used by the Rabbis as a 
pattern to test any possible converts to 
Judaism. The Rabbi’s, like Naomi, would repulse 
any convert 3 times while also underlining the 
possible hardships involved in becoming a Jew.  I 
wonder if we might possibly learn something 
from the Rabbis here? Have we as Christians 
ever played down the demands of discipleship or 
stressed the benefits but ignored the hardships 
involved in following Jesus?   

However surely the strongest point from this 
passage is Ruth’s complete & powerful 
commitment to Naomi & her God, even though 
there didn’t look to be any quick benefit to it.  

During these difficult uncertain days... we ask 
God forgive us if our commitment to Him falls & 
rises dependent upon how well things are going 
with us. We also ask God through His Holy Spirit 
to give us grace & courage to say along with 
Ruth...  ‘Your people will be my people & your God 
my God.  ‘   

So we begin to pray for our 
world using some words from 
Psalm 31….  But I trust in You, 
O LORD; I say, “You are my 
God.” 15My times are in Your hands; deliver 
me from my enemies and from those who 
pursue me.16Make Your face shine on Your 
servant; save me by Your loving devotion… 
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Prayer- Great & glorious God as we bow 
before You now we acknowledge that our 
‘times are in your hands’….. And even in these 
difficult days we trust & declare that there 
are no stronger, safer hands to be in. So we 
ask for your protection & mercy for our 
world today …. Where we have sinned 
forgive us & where we have strayed restore 
us & may we know your blessing once more on 
our world.  Amen 

 

Today we remember 
those most affected 
by the present ‘circuit 
breaker’. 

Firstly we pray for our 
leaders & all those who make decisions. As 
the situation continues to develop we pray 
for great sensitivity, compassion, wisdom & 
courage. Heavenly Father we pray that You 
would give clear direction to our politicians. 

We also pray now for all those working in 
health care.   

Lord protect, 
strengthen, 
encourage & 
empower all NHS 
staff & other care 
workers. 

We continue 
praying now 
for those who 
have had to 
close their 
business or 
have lost 
their jobs during this crisis.  

We pray for our Church that we would 
continue to have the freedom to open & also 
the right safety measures in place.  

We pray too that God would enable us to 
stay close as a Church family. 

We turn now to focus on those 
who have requested our 
prayers. 
 

And we pray for those who have requested 
are prayers ... for – 10 year old Leo, for 
Timothy Harte, for Daniel Kidson & for 
Adam Bruce. Lord bring your healing to 
these boys we pray. 

We pray also for Paul McDowell, Jean 
Woods, Jean & Jerry , Bernie McKee who 
will return home tommorrow & for Ronnie 
Deering in hospital. 

We pray also for Sarah, Lucy, Anna, Mark, 
Trevor, George, Susanne, Liz, John, 8 
month old Arianna awaiting surgery, pastor 
Raymond & his wife Connie with Covid & 
Linda with cancer & Nicky Sharpe with a 
heart complaint.  We also remember their 
families. 

We also remember those who have 
experienced loss at this time… the family of 
Percy Foster, Margaret Mawhinney & 
family, the family of Tina Donaldson & 
family of George Mckee.         

Finally we pause & remember other we know 
who need God’s gracious touch at the 
moment. 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

  


