
 
 
.+36 
 

Read Ruth 3:1-13   
One day Naomi said 
to Ruth, “My 
daughter, it’s time 
that I found a 
permanent home for 
you, so that you will 
be provided for. 2 Boaz is a close relative of 
ours, & he’s been very kind by letting you gather 
grain with his young women. Tonight he will be 
winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 Now 
do as I tell you—take a bath & put on perfume & 
dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the 
threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until 
he has finished eating & drinking. 4 Be sure to 
notice where he lies down; then go & uncover his 
feet & lie down there. He will tell you what to 
do.”  5 “I will do everything you say,” Ruth 
replied. 6 So she went down to the threshing 
floor that night & followed the instructions of 
her mother-in-law. 

7 After Boaz had finished eating & drinking & 
was in good spirits, he lay down at the far end of 
the pile of grain & went to sleep. Then Ruth 
came quietly, uncovered his feet, & lay 
down. 8 Around midnight Boaz suddenly woke up 
& turned over. He was surprised to find a woman 
lying at his feet! 9 “Who are you?” he asked. “I 
am your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the 
corner of your covering over me, for you are my 
family redeemer.” 

10 “The LORD bless you, my daughter!” Boaz 
exclaimed. “You are showing even more family 
loyalty now than you did before, for you have not 
gone after a younger man, whether rich or 
poor. 11 Now don’t worry about a thing, my 
daughter. I will do what is necessary, for 
everyone in town knows you are a virtuous 
woman. 12 But while it’s true that I am one of 
your family redeemers, there is another man 

who is more closely related to you than I 
am. 13 Stay here tonight, & in the morning I will 
talk to him. If he is willing to redeem you, very 
well. Let him marry you. But if he is not willing, 
then as surely as the LORD lives, I will redeem 
you myself! Now lie down here until morning.” 

As we saw last week Boaz’s generosity to Ruth 
led to an awakening of hope within the heart of 
Naomi (Ruth 2:20) Today we see how Hope leads 
to action as Naomi begins to move her gaze from 
the pain of the past towards what the future 
could hold. In particular Naomi is concerned that 
Ruth is provided for & she may well also have in 
mind the continuation of her own family line. So 
Naomi encourages Ruth to step out in faith & 
approach Boaz as sleeps on the threshing floor.  

The events at the threshing floor probably seem 
very strange to us but to the people in those 
ancient times they made sense. Behind Naomi’s 
plan & Ruth’s actions lie the idea of levirate 
marriage (where a family member married the 
widow of their relative in order to keep the 
family name going) & the idea of the kinsman 
redeemer (where relatives had the responsibility 
of buying back land or people who had fallen into 
slavery). Ruth’s appeal to Boaz on the threshing 
floor (vs9) reminds us that God had provided 
ways for the poor & needy to be helped & saved. 
Perhaps the past months have reminded us in our 
very individualistic society of the real 
importance of family, community & stepping out 
to help those who have fallen into hard times... 

But also the role of the kinsman redeemer here 
in Ruth also draws our thoughts towards the 
ultimate kinsman redeemer... the One who took 
the humble position of a slave  & was born as a 
human being...he humbled himself in obedience to 
God & died a criminal’s death on a cross. Phil 2:7-8 
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So we begin our time of prayer by 
reminding ourselves of the many who, 
like Naomi & Ruth, face desperate 
situations today... We pray for the 
multitudes across our globe... and at 
home... who are hungry today...   Lord we pray 
that they would not only know their needs 
supplied today... but that they would find 
themselves blessed abundantly.... that even as 
Jesus fed the crowds... there would be baskets 
left over! 

We also pray for those agencies who seek to 
generously bless the poor... such as Christian 
Aid... Tearfund.... Methodist World Development 
& Relief.... Oxfam... Save the Children... & locally 
for the many Foodbanks that have sprung up 
across our own nation. Lord God as we move 
closer towards the Christmas season... May each 
of us discover the joy of giving rather than just 
receiving. 

As we give thanks for more 
encouraging news about 
Vaccine development, so we 
also pray for the many in 
Northern Ireland who have 
not received their Flu jab.  Lord God we ask that 
more doses of the flu vaccine would quickly 
become available so that all who need it would 
receive it & be protected. 

This week as we pray 
for God’s World Wide 
Church we particularly 
remember those in 
areas of the world 
where following Jesus comes with a high cost... 
We remember Christians in N Korea, 
Afghanistan, Somalia, Pakistan, etc 

We also continue praying 
for the people of the USA, 
asking for a healing of 
divisons & for grace & 
patience for everyone 
especially those in leadership.     

And we pray for our own 
land… ‘  Lord following 
last week’s difficulties & 
division, we ask you to 
give our leaders great 
clarity in their decision 
making, compassion for everyone & a spirit of 
cooperation as they work together.   

We remember in prayer all those people & 
situations that are close to our hearts…  For our 
Families…. Our friends…. our neighbours…  

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
 

And we pray for those who have requested 
are prayers ... Leo, Timothy, Daniel, Adam, 
Paul, Jean, Gerry & Jean, Bernie, Ronnie 
& Maggie, Sarah Lucy, Mark, Trevor , 
George , Susanne, Liz, Arianna, Raymond 
& Connie, Patti, Nicky,  Valerie, Yvonne & 
Christine, Gary , Carol ,Margaret & 
Phylis…Rachel & her new baby…  

We pray for healing, help & hope.. & we also 
remember their families. 

We also remember those who have 
experienced loss at this time…  

Finally we pause & remember other we know 
who need God’s gracious touch at the 
moment. 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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