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Read Ruth 2:19-22  
 Now there was a 
wealthy & influential 
man in Bethlehem 
named Boaz, who was 
a relative of Naomi’s 
husband, Elimelech. 
2 One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let 
me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the 
stalks of grain left behind by anyone who is kind 
enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, 
my daughter, go ahead.” 3 So Ruth went out to 
gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it 
happened, she found herself working in a field 
that belonged to Boaz, the relative of her 
father-in-law, Elimelech. 

4 While she was there, Boaz arrived from 
Bethlehem & greeted the harvesters. The 
LORD be with you!” he said. The LORD bless you!” 
the harvesters replied. 5 Then Boaz asked his 
foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? 
Who does she belong to?” 6 & the foreman 
replied, “She is the young woman from Moab who 
came back with Naomi. 7 She asked me this 
morning if she could gather grain behind the 
harvesters. She has been hard at work ever 
since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the 
shelter.” 

8 Boaz went over & said to Ruth, “Listen, my 
daughter. Stay right here with us when you 
gather grain; don’t go to any other fields. Stay 
right behind the young women working in my 
field. 9 See which part of the field they are 
harvesting, & then follow them. I have warned 
the young men not to treat you roughly. And 
when you are thirsty, help yourself to the water 
they have drawn from the well.” 10 Ruth fell at 
his feet & thanked him warmly. “What have I 
done to deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I 
am only a foreigner.” 11 “Yes, I know,” Boaz 

replied. “But I also know about everything you 
have done for your mother-in-law since the 
death of your husband. I have heard how you 
left your father & mother & your own land to live 
here among complete strangers.  May the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have 
come to take refuge, reward you fully for what 
you have done.” 

Although God’s law explicitly legislated to 
protect & provide for widows & outsiders (Deut 
24:19-20) we can imagine that it wasn’t always 
followed wholeheartedly. So it must have taken 
courage for Ruth to suggest to Naomi that she 
would go out into the harvest fields & pick up 
any left-over grain. Yet when she did step out 
we are told in verse 3 that ‘she happened to 
happen on’ (the literal Hebrew words) a field 
belonging to Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech. 
With this in mind I can’t help but wonder how 
many times God has been ‘working behind the 
scenes’ in all of our lives bringing us to places & 
people who will bless us....? 

But as we see God’s hand in these developing 
events so we also see more of Ruth’s resilient 
character. For when Boaz arrives to see the 
work of the harvesters, he notices Ruth as a 
stranger & enquires about her. At that point 
Boaz’s foreman is able to tell him not only who 
Ruth is but also that she has ‘continued from 
early morning until now’ vs7. Now the Hebrew of 
vs 7 may mean that Ruth was already hard at 
work gleaning (NIV) or that she was patiently 
standing waiting for permission to glean (RSV). 
Yet what is clear is that as Ruth was courageous 
in stepping out & also determined to give her all.  

In other words believing that God ‘works behind 
the scenes’ in our lives shouldn’t lead to us to 
laziness or stoicism..‘what will be will be’.. Rather 
it should stir up hope in our hearts as we trust in 
the Lord who ‘shelters us with His wings vs 12              
So we pray that God would give us a sense once 
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more of His protecting, providing hand on our 
lives & the lives of others...& we use a prayer 
from Christian Aid based on Psalm 13 as we pray 
for our world.  

O Lord our God! Give protection to 
all those living in fear of death. Give 
strength to endure so tragedy will not 
prevail. Give guidance to decision makers who are 
on the ground. Give compassion to hearts weary 
with fatigue. We trust in your steadfast love, 
our hearts will rejoice in your salvation, as we 
participate in your kingdom restoration praying, 
acting & giving bountifully with all those 
preparing & repairing what violence, hurricane, 
earthquake & flood is destroying....How long, O 
Lord, will we bring our prayers of lament to you? 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord we pray. 
Amen. 

And we pray for 
God’s Church 
throughout the  
world using a prayer 
from our Methodist 
prayer Focus.-   
Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on us, so that 
we might be willing to experiment, risk 
misunderstanding & try new things. Break us, to 
discern your will, your activity & your guidance. 
Melt us, so that we might not live in the past, 
worry about the present or be frightened 
concerning the future. Mould us, so that we 
become relevant disciples with an appreciation 
of the challenge & cost involved. Fill us, so that 
we have the confidence to know your power & 
unconditional love to live as you desire us to live 
& impact the communities in which we serve. 
Amen 

And we pray for the 
people of the USA as 
they go to the ballot 
box today. Lord guide 
them we pray & we pray 
for all those who lead others in our world  

And we pray for our 
own land… ‘   

For those who lead 
us…..      Politicians… 
business & community 
leaders… etc                                          
For those who serve us ….  Teachers… retail 
workers… council employees… etc                          
For those who care for us…..  NHS staff…   
Care workers…  Counselors….    etc                             
For those who challenge us…… those we 
disagree with… those who have wronged us…                                           
For those who need us…..   Family…. Friends… 
neighbours..  work colleagues…                                       
For ourselves… 

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
 

And we pray for those who have requested 
are prayers ... Leo, Timothy, Daniel, Adam, 
Paul, Jean, Gerry & Jean, Bernie, Ronnie 
& Maggie, Sarah Lucy, Mark, Trevor , 
George , Susanne, Liz, Arianna, Raymond 
& Connie, Patti, Nicky,  Valerie, Yvonne & 
Christine, Gary & Margaret…  

We pray for healing, help & hope.. & we also 
remember their families. 

We also remember those who have 
experienced loss at this time…  

Finally we pause & remember other we know 
who need God’s gracious touch at the 
moment. 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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