
SUNDAY 6th December 2nd Sunday in Advent 

Welcome & Announcements  (Gifts for life video) 

Video Advent ‘Prince of Peace’ 

Praise  ‘Joy to the world’ 

Opening Prayer  & Confession pg 117 -118 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 40:1-5 

New Testament Reading  2 Peter 3-13 

Sermon 

Prayers for Others pg 121- 122 

Song  Light of the world 

Benediction 

Communion 

 

Advent Candles  

Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent ring, the candle 
of Hope.  We light it again as we remember that Christ, who was 
born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfil all of God’s promises 

to us. The second candle of Advent is the candle of Peace.  Peace 
is a word that we hear a lot.  It is one of the things that we hope 
for.  Christ brought peace when He first came to us and He will 
bring everlasting peace when He comes again. The prophet Isaiah 
called Christ “the Prince of Peace”.  When Jesus came He taught 
people the importance of being peace makes.  He said that those 
who make peace shall be called children of God. We light the 
candle of peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace 
and that through Him peace is found. (Candle is lit) 

Peace is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this 
Candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 

Prayer- Thank you God for the peace You give us.  We ask that as 
we wait for all Your promises to come true, and for Christ to 
come again, that You would remain present with us.  Help us 
today, and everyday to worship You, to hear Your word, and to do 
Your will by sharing Your hope with each other.  We ask it in the 
name of the One who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

Praise Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  



Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,                                                         
rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Prayer    God of all glory, you brought the universe into 
existence, and raised up witnesses to your greatness and love. 
We praise and adore you. Grant that by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit we may worship and serve you, and praise your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is, 'Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’  

The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these. ’I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another.’  

Amen Lord have mercy.  

So let us now confess our sins to God, trusting in his mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Holy and forgiving God, we have sinned against you and each 
other in thought and word and deed. We have turned from 
your life-giving word, and ignored the message of those you 
sent. We are unprepared for the coming of Your Son. Have 
mercy upon us and forgive us, that strengthened by your love 
we may serve you more faithfully; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

 ‘I am making all things new’ says the Lord. This is Christ’s 
gracious word to us ‘Our sins are forgiven.’                                           
Amen thanks be to God. 

Isaiah 40:1-5 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term,  that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 

the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 



and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 
2 Peter 3:3-13 

3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They 
will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning 
of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by 
God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the 
world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same 
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and 
the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 

coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens 
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping 
with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 
new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

 

SERMON  				We booked our holidays, we fixed our dates, we 
made our plans...& then Covid 19 invaded our year & everything 
changed... Things that we took for granted like meeting up with 
family & friends... like going to school or work... or even gathering 
together to worship God in our Church building...  Everything 
changed.. It was almost surreal... hard to take in.. that our lives 
could be turned upside down so quickly & yet they could. And for 
most of us the SHOCK of all these sudden changes left us felling 
uneasy & anxious.... its been a year unlike any other & perhaps 
even now, despite good news about vaccines, we feel as if things 
are very dark....  

This morning’s New Testament reading comes from the letter of 
2nd Peter, a letter written to help Christians as they struggled 
against opposition & FALSE TEACHING...a letter written to help 
believers REFOCUS on the truth & so encourage their hearts.. 
Slide 1.     FOR there were those in their community who peter 
refers to as FALSE PROPHETS & TEACHERS (2:1) these people 
were, Peter says, deniers of the truth & they were insatiable 
for sin.. 2:14  Yes if we were to read through the 2nd chapter of 
this letter we would find that Peter doesn’t hold back in his 
condemnation of these wolves in sheep’s clothing...for these 



teachers ‘promised freedom but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption...’ 2:19 Their lives were saturated with immorality. 
But this immorality wasn’t what Peter wanted to address in this 
portion of his letter. No here Peter focuses on a very 
fundamental aspect of Christian belief that these false teachers 
were denying ... Jesus’ second coming.   Slide 2 

It’s sometime ago now but back before the news was completely 
dominated by the Pandemic & its effect on our lives... I 
remember listening to a radio programme that was discussing a 
report about pensions...a report that said that people in the UK 
were not saving enough for their retirement & that drastic 
action was needed from the government to do something to make 
people in the 40’s & 50’s save more for their retirement. Of 
course as they discussed this issue it was noted that NO 
government really wanted to tackle this issue too strongly as it 
would be very costly & unpopular in the here & now.. It was easier 
to continue to push the problem on to the next government. 

Yes while some may be pretty good about planning & saving for 
their future... others are not...  And if talking about our financial 
futures seems rather difficult... then how much more difficult 
can it be for us to begin to think about something much deeper 
than our money...  Our lives...our souls... And our world & it’s end...   
Yes faced with such uncomfortable sombre issues... isn’t there a 
big temptation to just forget it...or deny it...Perhaps to say   
Slide3 , as I had someone say to me just the other day.... sure 
it’s just the CIRCLE of LIFE... birth & death... birth & death... & 

the world just goes on...  Now I don’t know if the person I was 
talking to was more influencing by Walt Disney’s the LION KING 
or by some Eastern mystical thinking.... But that type of 
thinking.... that LIFE & HISTORY & EVERYTHING is sort of 
cyclical... that things just keep repeating themselves... that 
perhaps people are reincarnated... or maybe we become part of 
the universe.. So we don’t worry about death...for its the circle 
of life... things just flow round & round... These ideas are more 
popular in our society than they have ever been... 

On the other hand... of course, there are many others who slide 4 
believe that all of us are just bunches of cells & that there is no 
such thing as a spiritual life or a soul of a person...So there’s 
nothing after death... & No real purpose in life except to try & be 
as fulfilled as you can & try to be good... or at least what you 
consider to be generally good...    History isn’t going anywhere.. 
And so depending upon whether we are optimists or pessimists 
we might believe that either our world will get gradually better 
as we shape a ‘brave new world’ or it might get destroyed in a 
nuclear war....    But for now life just continues... 

As we continue this morning through this Advent Season...               
we REMIND ourselves once again that ADVENT literally means 
coming & that the bible teaches us clearly that ONE day Jesus 
will Come again... Slide 5  Come, not as a Meek little babe born in 
Bethlehem... but as the King of the universe, the righteous 
judge...  Come as the One who will shine brighter than the sun 



Come as the one whose light will penetrate all darkness & whose 
light will REVEAL the TRUTH about everything & Everyone...  

This is the truth that Peter seeks to make crystal clear to the 
scoffers & those who were struggling with doubt among the 
Christians in his day. And Peter’s argument is simple... to those 
who say.. “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? .... everything 
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  Peter says.. 
listen everything doesn’t go on in the same way forever...                  
You forget Peter says that God made the heavens by the word 
of his command & then in response to humanities terrible sin & 
rebellion  He used the water to destroy the world with a 
mighty flood.  Slide6  So everything doesn’t go on the same… 
God can & does get involved in our world. He is not a FICTIONAL 
being, Nor an impersonal cosmic force.. NOR is He an UNCARING 

, ABSENT  God who just set up our universe & then moved on to 
something else…Peter reminds us that God cares deeply about 
what is happening in this world… so deeply that at 1 point in 
history …He judged the earth through a flood. So deeply that He 
won’t allow injustice, greed, pain & evil to continue.. One DAY He 
will intervene & judge the earth again through His SON Jesus.       

Your’e so old. Those were words spoken to me by 1 of my 
children one morning after I turned 50 last year. But those 
words CONTRASTED totally with the reaction of 1 man in my 
Brookeborough congregation who was well in his 80’s & told me 
that ‘I was only a youngster’…Yes from 1 perspective 50 seems 
sooo old  but to another it feels like nothing…  Slide 7 

Yes Time is a strange thing.. & as we remembered last week....  
& as we read again this morning the reason that God hasn’t called 
TIME on our world already is that he is being patient for your 
sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more 
time for everyone to repent.vs 9  YES God’s ALARM clock isn’t 
BROKE  the reason that Jesus hasn’t returned already is because 
The LORD is compassionate & gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. Psalm 103:8   it is God’s good patient merciful 
nature that holds back His hand.. It’s His desire to see everyone  
respond to Jesus’ offer of mercy that makes Him delay.... 

And that should say 2 things to us this Advent...   To those who 
haven’t responded yet to Jesus’ offer of forgiveness... to those 
who have been muddling through trying to be good... or just living 
life their own way....  This passage says.. SLIDE 8   Don’t 
Delay...TAKE TIME THIS ADVENT to REALLY MAKE SURE that 
you have Turned & Trusted in Jesus.... surrendered your life to 
Him... Turn to Jesus & give God the proper place on the throne of 
your life...               Do it now... FOR there will come a moment 
when TIME will literally RUN out either for us personally as we 
die... or when Jesus returns...  & God wants us all to be ready.... 

I have to admit that I am someone who generally works better 
under pressure certainly in college being given a deadline for my 
ESSAY certainly helped me get focussed & do the work..In this 
way this passage says to  Slide 9  Christians LOOK forward ... 
the end is in sight.. SO LIVE NOW with your eyes focussed on 
the FINISH LINE.... Live in a GODLY WAY in the here & 



now.... Live for God & live in a way that shares the love & 
light of Jesus.... 

Live with Expectantly...   Live in HOPE.... & offer that HOPE to 
others by helping them understand that Jesus offers a fresh 
start to everyone who comes to him... Live LOOKING forward to 
the new heavens & the new earth....  

As the day light continues to get shorter at this time of year... 
as we continue to struggle with restrictions, isolation & anxiety. 
We hear this morning the TRUTH ...that One day all this will end 
, that one day Jesus, the light of the world, Jhn 8:12 will return 
AND EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE FOREVER....I pray that we 
will all be ready... 

So we take a moment of quiet as we have that opportunity to 
respond to what God is saying to us.... 

Prayer- Lord shine your light on us...and into us this morning.. 
Reveal to us how you are calling us personally to respond... And 
please give us grace & courage to do so... 

Prayers of Intercession   And so we continue in prayer as we 
pray for others...  we use the Response .. Come Lord Jesus 

In joyful expectation of his coming to reign we pray to our Lord, 
saying, Come, Lord Jesus.        Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your world as King of the nations. We pray for the 
leaders of our nation & the leaders of others... Before you rulers 
will stand in silence. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your Church as Lord & Judge. We pray for all those in 
leadership positions in our own Church & in other denominations. 
Help us all to live in the light of your coming & give us a longing to 
do your will. Come Lord Jesus.    Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your people as Saviour & bearer of pain. We remember 
those who have requested our prayers... we remember all those in 
our own Church family who have been in hospital... give them 
strength & help to recover...  to those we know who are 
continuing to struggle with illness, we pray especially for baby 
Adrianna and little Lena...  Lord enfold us all in your love & mercy, 
wipe away the tears of failure, fear & distress, & set us free to 
serve you forever. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Come to us from heaven with power & great glory, & lift us up to 
meet you, where with all your saints & angels, we live with you for 
ever. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Hymn 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, Let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you 
Hope of a life spent with you. 



Here I am to worship,  Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely, Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days, O So highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love's sake became poor   Chorus 

I'll never know how much it cost                                                          
To see my sin upon that cross  X2    And  Chorus 

In a second we will have our closing prayer, following that we will 
play a song as we each have that opportunity to prepare our 
hearts before we come to the Lord’s table... 

Prayer- Lord let your light shine on us & help us walk in your 
light no matter how dark our path may become.... and we share 
the grace together...            

Song   &    The Thanksgiving 

Lord, we come to this table, trusting in your mercy and not 
in any goodness of our own. We are not worthy even to 
gather up the crumbs under your table, but it is your nature 
always to have mercy, and on that we depend. So feed us 
with the body and blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we 
may for ever live in him and he in us. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

God of our salvation, we do not deserve your love and yet you 
lavish it upon us. Not being content to be apart from us, you came 
to us in human form, donning flesh and becoming one of us. 
You are not a God that is removed from our reality but is 
intimately present in our lives and our struggles. We lift up to 
you our thanks for your presence among us. We give thanks for 
your son, Jesus Christ, the very incarnation of your being on this 
earth. With all of creation, with all peoples in every time and 
place we join the ever lasting chorus: 
   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

We remember how you called your servant Mary to bear your 
son, how you called your servant Joseph to accompany her, 
how you called the wise men to search and the shepherds to 
ponder, how you called John to proclaim and Jesus to be 
baptized, how you called Peter and the disciples to follow and 
serve. 



With them, we gather on the night on which Jesus was betrayed, 
when, after having dinner with his friends, he took the bread, 
blessed it and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, 
take, eat, do this in remembrance of me. 

Likewise, he took the cup and, pouring it, said, this is cup of the 
salvation, shed in my blood, for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

For as long as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 
the resurrection of our living saviour until he comes again. 

As we wait, during this blessed rest known as the season of 
Advent, we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

We give thanks for your gifts of grace, and ask You to pour out 
your Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us the 
body and blood of Christ.  
Hear us as we pray the prayer you taught us to pray, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. The cup 
we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ.  

Happy are those who share the banquet. 

Silence 

The true bread of heaven gives life to the world. Come all who 
are hungry, come and eat. Come all who are thirsty, come and 
drink. 

And now may Christ the Sun of righteousness shine upon us and 
prepare our hearts and souls to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God, the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be ours now and always. Amen 

The day of the Lord is surely coming. Be faithful in worship, 
unwavering in hope, fervent in the work of God’s kingdom and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

Amen come Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I ventured into Belfast city centre as a boy years ago 
now...  I remember seeing an elderly man most Saturdays down by 
the city hall with his sandwich board preaching away. I believe 
that he was well known but I can’t recall his name....  Often this 
man’s preaching centred on the return of Jesus and everyone’s 
need to be prepared and he delivered it with great conviction and 

gusto!   Now I doubt if that is the best way to get across the 
gospel in today’s society but that doesn’t mean that we can as 
Christian quietly forget that the return of Jesus is an important 
part of the Christian message…. Yes if we have learned one thing 
throughout 2020...it may well be that LIFE can change drastically 
and quickly....  That what we think of as normal... can be 
transformed overnight.... or in the blinking of an eye... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes of Jesus COMING... Judgement,,   

New World...  No more tears...  power of evil will be broken.. 
Peter not trying to give us all details... BUT 2 FOCUSES 

FOCUSES ON JUDGEMENT FOR THIS WORLD ....  

ALSO HOPE.... full of anticipation ... So you are looking 
forward to...      ( looking forward to Family coming HOME for 
Christmas... looking forward return.... when things are sorted 
out... TRUTH is clear... when we see him face to face...                       
ARE we looking forward to it  - so that it guides our living... 



 

Pious FAIRY TALE....  keep your hopes up...    DON’t believe..  
Cycles the same...    Seasons... Night & Day... things always 
been the same.. 

NO – God CRREATED our earth... but he has judged earth 
before... Noah’s day...    It’s world and He can judge the earth 
again. 

Simply Not true that life has always continued.... but NOT true 
Flood broke in ... so many cultures have in their oral 
history...myth flood stories....    REAL EVENT 

End of vs 4  

WHY doesn’t judgement happen now...    GODS mercy patience 
vs 9 wanting everyone to repent... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I find myself thinking what would our speaker on the radio 
programme think of all this. He might ask ‘How can you be so 

sure of this? The early church thought Jesus was coming back but 
he didn’t come….Christians throughout history have thought that 
they were the last generation ‘that the end is nigh’. The speaker 
might be politely sarcastic or perhaps just scathingly rude but I 
am sure he would put his opinions across. Where is your God, 
why doesn’t he show himself now?  

 

I am not sure if you have heard the story before about a little boy 
called Jonny. Jonny used to love to lie on his back and look up at 
the clouds and just think….one day while his thoughts were 
drifting like the clouds above him he began to think about God 
and what he was like. Almost without his knowing it he said softly 
God are you there? Imagine his surprise when he got a response 
‘yes Jonny I am here ‘ Jonny was only little so he didn’t rush to 
question what was going on and if he was truly hearing God or 
just imagining it…Jonny just accepted and began to think of how 
God might help him. 

 

‘So God ‘ said Jonny ‘ is it right that one of your minutes is like a 
thousand years…?’ Yes Jonny replied God. ‘Well then’ said Jonny 
’what is a million pounds like to you?’ ‘A million pounds well its 
only a small amount to me… like a penny’ said God.  

Oh said Jonny innocently any chances of getting one of your 
pennies?’ 

‘Of course’ replied God ….’just a minute’ 

 

In what way do we answer scoffing or derision …how do we face 
the growing dark. By looking again at God and seeking a closer 



and deeper understanding relationship with Him. God himself is 
the Christians light, hope and security. Those who scoff and 
deride the this hope forget that God is not like them. God is 
Almighty All knowing All present, God is beyond time and 
He will keep to his own schedule and will fulfil His 
purposes and act at the right time. 

 

But if God is so powerful and loving why doesn’t he do something 
NOW ? The question has been asked over and over again by 
many people, some of whom have suffered terribly. And to be 
truthful only God Himself knows the full answer and we have to 
humbly say that we don’t know many things.  

However perhaps partly it is exactly because of God’s love his 
perfect love that He waits.  This letter tells us that God is patient 
..not wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to 
repentance’  

 

Imagine that God wants no one to perish, not even the worst the 
terrorist the murderer but also not even the nice man the friend 
the kind neighbour……. You see everyone has sinned and when 
God comes He will deal with all sin not just the terrorists and 
really wicked…. People who cry that God should come and bring 
judgement now better be ready to be judged themselves……… 

 

 

So why does God delay because He loves, what our radio speaker 
thought was either non existence, weakness or lack of care is 
actually love and patience. How many times does a son have to 

let down his parents before they wash there hands of them or 
rather long will a mother wait for her wayward son to return 
home?  

 

 

There is a time it does come but it is never looked forward to and 
it is delayed as much as possible. God’s love is amazingly great 
but a day will come….when those who have not accepted his 
mercy are judged.  

 

 

Sometimes the world can feel like a dark place but perhaps that 
worries us less than the darkness that can attack us sometimes 
inside, the darkness of fear, of gnawing doubt, of unbelief…of 
hopelessness.   

 

The readers of this letter both those back long ago and us now 
are asked to RECALL, LOOK forward and focus of God who in the 
end can bring fresh light into the darkness. However more than 
that we are asked to become carriers of His light into a dark 
world.  Remember the littlest Candle can make a difference in a 
dark room. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

		

	

Imagine	someone	coming	from	another	land	,	say	India	where	I	have	had	some	
experience…being	much	nearer	the	equator	they	don’t	get	the	type	of	seasons	we	
do	…….there	is	a	wet	season	when	most	of	the	rain	comes	from	june	to	
September	and	then	there	is	the	dry	season	where	things	warm	there	is	no	or	
very	little	rain	the	rest	of	the	year.	

The	amount	of	light	also	changes	little,	the	sun	comes	up	about	6.30	and	goes	
down	between	6.30	and	7.	

	

Friend	of	mine	came	to	England	to	study	in	the	beginning	of	autumn	and	saw	only	
dark	fairly	wet	nights….how	hard	it	was	to	believe	that	the	same	place	some	
months	later	would	have	light	from	early	morning	right	up	towards	9.30	ten	at	
night……	

	

Once	when	I	was	going	through	a	difficult	time	in	my	life	I	felt	the	winter	would	
never	end….	The	days	seemed	to	run	into	each	other	and	will	little	seemed	to	
change.	

	



Have	you	ever	been	in	the	dark….?	

Have	you	ever	been	in	a	place	where	hope	seemed	to	have	run	dry?	

Have	you	ever	been	on	a	moving	walkway	which	seems	to	be	going	in	the	
opposite	direction	to	where	you	want	to	go?	

	

Change	is	possible	,	things	can	be	different…in	fact	I	say	this	carefully	accepting	
that	I	don’t	know	your	situation	like	you	do……knowing	that	it	may	have	gone	on	
for	a	long	time	……knowing	that	it	might	need	a	miracle	to	change	it……	

	

Yet	God	is	a	God	of	hope	who	does	make	changes….	

	

Personal	change-	

	

	

Change	in	community	/society….	

Gathering	dark…?	When	we	look	at	the	news	do	we	fear	a	growing	gloom	?	Does	
it	seem	that	society	now	is	getting	worse….?	

	

Early	Christians	faced	the	dark…opposition	&	persecution,	Roman	empire	not	very	
understanding….things	looked	dark	

However	the	truth	is	that	the	dark	always	creeps	up	…..trouble	is	always	with	
us….	

	

Yet	The	LIGHT	KEEPS	BURNING	AND	WILL	NOT	BE	EXTINGUISHED…..one	day	the	
most	powerful	light	will	return	and	darkness	,	fear	evil	pain	will	be	
destroyed….things	will	change.	

The	times	they	are	a	changing.	

	EVEN	IN	PETERS’S		DAY	THERE	WERE	SCOFFERS...			PEOPLE	WHO	POKED	FUN	AT	
THE	IDEA	OF	GOD	INTERVENING	IN	EVERYDAY	LIFE.....					

. THE WORLD IS FULL OF SCOFFERS 
Peter writes to these Christian believers and first warns them about scoffers and they will 
see them and talk with them. What or who are scoffers? Scoffers (GK: “empaiktes”) are 
people who mock and follow their own ideas and usually exhibit feelings of 
hatred and malice and unbelief. Both 2 Peter and the book of Jude record these 
scoffers and mockers as following after their own desires rather than God’s desires. Verse 
4 describes these scoffers as attacking the beliefs of the Christian concerning the 
return of Jesus. Peter then reminds the 

. The first was in 2 Kings 2:23, “Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was 
going up by the way, young lads came out from the city and mocked him and said to him, 
‘Go up, you baldhead; go up, you baldhead!’” Elisha must have considered this a 
sore subject because he turned around and cursed them and two bears came out 
of the woods and mauled them. The second happened in Matthew 27:28-30 when 
the soldiers were in charge of Jesus. They stripped Him, beat Him, and mocked Him 
as their king. They gave Him as staff and put a crown of thorns on His head. These 
soldiers caused pain to someone else because of their hatred and malice. 
Our world is still full of scoffers and mockers. People still attack Christian beliefs and ways 
of life. Christians are seen as: 
o Antiquated because we have a belief that the 10 Commandments and the Bible still have 
value 
o Intolerant because the Boy Scouts and most churches won’t allow homosexual leaders 
o Obstinate because we believe that little babies ought not be aborted 
o Ignorant because we consider homosexuality, adultery, and cohabitation a choice and a 
sin 
o Two-faced because we preach holiness and yet we sin 
o Fools because we are waiting for Jesus to return again and have been waiting for 2000 
years 
Our world is full of people who look at Christianity and just hate. Our world is full of 
people who just would rather us go away with our beliefs and moral standards and ideas 
about life. Today a militant secularism prevails. Any public display of religion, whether a 
prayer at a high school commencement or a cross on top of a firehouse, is immediately 
attacked by civil libertarian attorneys. 
II. THE WORLD IS FULL OF THOSE WHO IGNORE AND PERVERT SCRIPTURE 
Peter also describes those types of people who “deliberately forget” Scripture and 
its teachings. They look at the world and do not acknowledge any change. They 



might see an absence of God. They look at the Bible, change it, and make it suit 
their own beliefs.  
  
 

III. THE OUTLOOK AND CHARGE TO THE BELIEVERS 
What is to be our response to this world that is full of scoffers and false teachers and 
strange ideas about our God and Savior? Peter gives us advice, commands, and directives 
throughout this passage in dealing with these challenges to our faith. 
A. Wholesome thinking (verse 1) 
1) Colossians 2:1-2: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things  
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, 
not on  
earthly things.” 
2) Philippians 4:8-9: “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right,  
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or  
praiseworthy--think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from  
me, or seen in me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” 
B. Be patient (verses 8-10) 
1) Hebrews 10:36: “You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, 
you will receive what he has promised.” 
2) James 1:4: “Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not  
lacking anything.” 
C. Efforts to be blameless and spotless (verse 14-15) 
1) Psalm 24:3-4: “Who may ascend the hill of the LORD ? Who may stand in his holy 
place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or 
swear by what is false.” 
2) 1 Timothy 1:5: “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and 
a good  
conscience and a sincere faith.” 
D Grow in the faith (verse 18) 
1) Hebrews 6:1: “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on 
to  
maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and 
of faith  
in God” 
2) 1 Peter 2:2: “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in  
your salvation.” 

 

Peter 3:8-9 
 God is not waiting in order to be difficult, He has a purpose for waiting. God is 
waiting as long as He can so that all that will be saved will do so. 
God is all knowing and He knows who that last person will be. Verse 9 is proof to us that 
God want s everyone to be saved. When He sent Jesus to this earth to pay the price of sin 
for us on a cross, He did that for all people. This is also a time in Scripture that we find 
that God does not always get what He wants. God wants all people to be saved but that 
will not happen because many will refuse God’s gift of salvation. 
God’s Promise 
2 Peter 3:10-13 
The end of this world as we know it will happen and catch many by surprise. God promises 
us that Jesus will come again. He also promises that this earth will be destroyed and that 
there will be a new Heaven and a new earth. He promises that those that know Jesus 
Christ as Savior will have eternal life in Heaven with Him and those that refuse Jesus 
Christ as Savior will have eternal death in Hell separated from God. God has always 
fulfilled His promises and in His time He will fulfill His promise of ending the life 
of this earth. It is not a matter of if but when.  
Revelation 21:1-8 
God’s Petition 
2 Peter 3:14-18 
God’s request of His children is that we live our lives like Jesus is coming back 
today. We must give each day to Christ, use the Bible as our guide, stay in 
communication with the Father, and be on guard against Satan and his attacks. 
Are you ready? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sermon  

 

I am sure you are all well aware of the shortening days and the 
increasing darker evenings. At this time of year we all begin to 
get the heavier warmer clothes out of our wardrobe and begin to 
prepare for winter. The summer holidays, relaxing in the garden 
and eating ice cream under the sunshine our fading memories, if 
not of this past summer then of one sometime which we 
remember was actually pleasant! Yet now whether we like it or 
not we know that the seasons are changing and we can look 
forward to even more rain and shorter hours of daylight….the 
nights are getting longer 

 

And sadly when we turn on our TV sets and listen to news of 
drive by shootings of little girls and fighting in Iraq, well perhaps 
sometimes we have that same impression of darkening days and 
growing trouble.  

 

A few nights ago I heard a brief part of a radio programme on 
which people were arguing about the need for some more 
comprehensive laws covering incitement to religious hatred. 
However one speaker went off on a tangent and talked about how 
many people both Christian and Muslim had prayed for Ken Bigly 
but he had been killed anyway….the speaker said he doubted 
whether God existed but if He did then he wasn’t to be worshiped 
but feared and hated. 

 

Sadly that speaker like many others today has got a wrong 
picture of God. Today it seems that society’s knowledge and 
belief in God are not what they used to be. Sometimes it feels 
like the world is not only getting darker in terms of events but 
also spiritually, attendance at church has fallen off drastically and 
church buildings are closing being turned into Chinese 
restaurants.  Perhaps sometimes we as Christians feel like the 
pressure of the longer nights drawing in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our passage this morning came from 2 Peter, both the first and 
second Peter were written to Christians under some pressure. In 
first Peter the focus is on persevering in the face of outside 
persecution but in this letter the focus moves to trouble brewing 
closer to home with false teachers springing up speaking heresy 
and living immorally (2Pet 2:1,13). We are unsure of who exactly 
these false teachers were and what they were teaching but we do 
know that they were causing major damage within the early 
Christian community. The writer of 2 Peter again and again 
expresses his real concern for his readers don’t be enticed, 
deceived ‘make your calling and election sure’ ( 2 Pet 1:10). It 
seems like some of the readers of 2nd Peter were in also in a ‘dark 
place’ (2 Pet 1:19). These Christians were struggling to cope with 
lies of the false teachers and the derision of scoffers who 
laughed at their hope in Christ and told them nothing changes. 
Things were not going so well with these early believers darkness 
was growing outside but worse still lies and doubts ate away at 
their faith from the inside.   

 

The letter of 2nd Peter was written to help Christians who needed 
reminding of the light and encouragement in their faith but 
perhaps these verses can also strengthen us in the times when 
we feel the nights getting longer.  

 

How is your memory ? Ever walk into a room to get something 
and stop and look around slowly because you have forgotten 
what it was you wanted! I certainly have done that more than 
once and there have been times when I have got frustrated and 
angry with myself at putting something down somewhere and 
forgetting just where it is…..there have even been times when I 
have turned things upside down on my bedside cabinet just to 

jog my memory about something next morning! We all want to 
have good memories. 

 

However sometimes we are very slow to remind ourselves of the 
wonder of God’s love of the truth of his promises. 

In verse two of this section from 2nd Peter the readers are urged 
to recall ….to remember the words of the prophets and the 
teachings of Jesus passed down through the apostles. The 
readers are urged to remember truth, to think again on God’s 
word on how the world changed in the flood to remember the 
truth brought to them by the apostles. The readers are not urged 
to reminisce with nice thoughts of the good old days just to make 
them feel better but to recall the past and the truths which still 
had the power to effect they lived in the here and now. 

 

 

 

Some years ago I actually managed to discipline myself to 
keeping a diary, a sort of spiritual journal, for a couple of years. I 
didn’t find it easy some days I forgot and had to catch up later 
and after a couple of years I stopped…but rereading those entries 
has actually been a great tool at times for reminding myself of 
answers to prayer and how God had often said or done little 
things to encourage and strengthen me. Tools which help us 
remember what God has done for us are important, it might be a 
diary it could be a group of friends we meet with for a chat and 
prayer…but we should take opportunities to recall God’s goodness 
and our journey. 



 

 

The early Christians are urged not only to RECALL but they are 
directed to look forward…. 

 

Just last week there was a stir about pensions, a report proved 
what everyone knew already that British people were not saving 
enough for their retirement and that a lot of people who are now 
in their forties and fifties would need to save more or work longer 
if they were to have a decent pension…..of course what was also 
reported on the news is that because this is a long term rather 
than an immediate problem no government wants to tackle the 
issue because it would be very costly and unpopular in the here 
and now. 

 

When it comes to thinking about the future many people would 
rather not. Certainly those who were causing trouble to the early 
Christians they didn’t want to think about the future much. These 
scoffers simply laughed at the idea that they would be held to 
account someday for their behaviour; they didn’t accept that 
Jesus would return… they asked if he is coming back then where 
is he? 

 

When I was a boy in Belfast I remember seeing an elderly man 
most Saturdays down by the city hall with his sandwich board 
preaching away. I can’t but you may recall his name because he 
became quite well known. Often his preaching centred on the 
return of Jesus and our need to be prepared and he delivered it 

with great conviction and gusto! Now I am not sure if that is the 
best way to get across the gospel in today’s society but still we 
must remember that the return of Jesus is an important part of 
the Christian message…. Life will not just go on indefinitely like it 
is now one day Christ will return as the loving king but also the 
righteous judge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I find myself thinking what would our speaker on the radio 
programme think of all this. He might ask ‘How can you be so 
sure of this? The early church thought Jesus was coming back but 
he didn’t come….Christians throughout history have thought that 
they were the last generation ‘that the end is nigh’. The speaker 
might be politely sarcastic or perhaps just scathingly rude but I 
am sure he would put his opinions across. Where is your God, 
why doesn’t he show himself now?  

 

I am not sure if you have heard the story before about a little boy 
called Jonny. Jonny used to love to lie on his back and look up at 
the clouds and just think….one day while his thoughts were 
drifting like the clouds above him he began to think about God 
and what he was like. Almost without his knowing it he said softly 



God are you there? Imagine his surprise when he got a response 
‘yes Jonny I am here ‘ Jonny was only little so he didn’t rush to 
question what was going on and if he was truly hearing God or 
just imagining it…Jonny just accepted and began to think of how 
God might help him. 

 

‘So God ‘ said Jonny ‘ is it right that one of your minutes is like a 
thousand years…?’ Yes Jonny replied God. ‘Well then’ said Jonny 
’what is a million pounds like to you?’ ‘A million pounds well its 
only a small amount to me… like a penny’ said God.  

Oh said Jonny innocently any chances of getting one of your 
pennies?’ 

‘Of course’ replied God ….’just a minute’ 

 

In what way do we answer scoffing or derision …how do we face 
the growing dark. By looking again at God and seeking a closer 
and deeper understanding relationship with Him. God himself is 
the Christians light, hope and security. Those who scoff and 
deride the this hope forget that God is not like them. God is 
Almighty All knowing All present, God is beyond time and 
He will keep to his own schedule and will fulfil His 
purposes and act at the right time. 

 

But if God is so powerful and loving why doesn’t he do something 
NOW ? The question has been asked over and over again by 
many people, some of whom have suffered terribly. And to be 
truthful only God Himself knows the full answer and we have to 
humbly say that we don’t know many things.  

However perhaps partly it is exactly because of God’s love his 
perfect love that He waits.  This letter tells us that God is patient 
..not wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to 
repentance’  

 

 

 

Imagine that God wants no one to perish, not even the worst the 
terrorist the murderer but also not even the nice man the friend 
the kind neighbour……. You see everyone has sinned and when 
God comes He will deal with all sin not just the terrorists and 
really wicked…. People who cry that God should come and bring 
judgement now better be ready to be judged themselves……… 

 

 

So why does God delay because He loves, what our radio speaker 
thought was either non existence, weakness or lack of care is 
actually love and patience. How many times does a son have to 
let down his parents before they wash there hands of them or 
rather long will a mother wait for her wayward son to return 
home?  

 

 

There is a time it does come but it is never looked forward to and 
it is delayed as much as possible. God’s love is amazingly great 
but a day will come….when those who have not accepted his 
mercy are judged.  



 

 

Sometimes the world can feel like a dark place but perhaps that 
worries us less than the darkness that can attack us sometimes 
inside, the darkness of fear, of gnawing doubt, of unbelief…of 
hopelessness.   

 

The readers of this letter both those back long ago and us now 
are asked to RECALL, LOOK forward and focus of God who in the 
end can bring fresh light into the darkness. However more than 
that we are asked to become carriers of His light into a dark 
world.  Remember the littlest Candle can make a difference in a 
dark room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps we as Christians can also But hold on a minute how many However these outside 
pressures are probably not the most deadly rather it is perhaps the doubt and confusion 
within ourselves that should cause us most concern. We do wonder why do things seem to 
be growing darker? We turn on the TV and daily we seem to be faced with a fresh 
environmental crisis, a new level of horror as we see how cruel people can be. …and we 
wonder like so many before us why God allows such terrible atrocities, why things are like 
this?  

In this we are only following in the footsteps of so many people of God from ages past 
who asked questions like ‘why does the way of the wicked prosper? (Jer 12:1) why have 
you forgotten me? Why must I go about mourning? (Ps42:9)  However we must be careful 
not to confuse questions with unbelief. Having questions is fine for it should send us 
looking for God but the situation in this letter is different, people were being confused and 
enticed back into corrupt lifestyles that led to death…. 

 

The real danger to many Christians today is not the serious questions that they might 
have at times about points of doctrine, although these are important and need to be 
answered but the general attitude of unbelief scepticism and lethargy that abounds in 
society and has crept into the church. 

 

We ourselves as Christians often seem to have bought into the lie that nothing will 
change…..that our church numbers will continue to dwindle, that life and society will 
continue on as they always have done and that we are irrelevant!…..and as individuals we 
can also find ourselves in dark places. Places of doubt, times when we feel tied down 
when we find it hard to believe that things can get better. 

 



 

 

A few nights ago I heard a brief part of a radio programme in which people were arguing 
about whether there was a need for new laws about incitement to religious hatred. One 
speaker went off on a tangent and talked about how many had prayed for Ken Bigly but 
he had been killed anyway….the speaker said he doubted whether God existed but if He 
did then he wasn’t to be worshiped but feared and hated. 

 

Sadly the speaker like many others has got a wrong picture of God.  

 


