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Read 1 Peter 1:1-2    

 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s 
elect, exiles scattered throughout the 
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been 
chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and 
sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

Today we begin a new series in our Tuesday 
prayers as we travel through the letter of 
first Peter. The letter was written by Peter, 
the fisherman, disciple and apostle.   

By the time of writing this letter Peter had 
travelled to Rome (the early Christians often 
used the word Babylon to signify the new Roman 
empire 5:13) and if was from there that he 
writes to new gentile believers who were 
experiencing various degrees of persecution 
in parts of modern day Turkey.  

In some ways the letter begins in a standard 
way by saying who it’s from and who it’s been 
written to.  However even in the midst of 

this ‘normal’ introduction Peter can’t help 
but mention some deep truths that will flow 
through the rest of the letter. Firstly peter 
calls these new Gentile believers the ‘Elect’. 
In other words, like Israel in the OT, Peter 
says that these few scattered people who 
have come to believe in Jesus have been 
‘chosen’ by God. So God has set them apart 
to be ‘obedient to Jesus’ & be made clean 
through His blood. Perhaps we can imagine 
how this truth must have strengthened & 
encouraged these persecuted Christians. 
Yes, in the midst of their daily troubles they 
could still be sure that they belonged to 
God, that they were God’s elect.   

However Peter doesn’t stop there for he 
also calls refers to these believers as 
‘exiles’. Peter will go on to speak more about 
this later but for now we might consider the 
words of the bible teacher William Barclay 
who wrote concerning this passage that ‘we 
must be at the same time both in the world 
and not of it.’ Barclay went on to say that 
Christians are therefore ‘sojourners’, people 
living ‘in a strange land ... whose thoughts 
ever turn home.’    

If the word Exile reminds us of how God has 
chosen us to follow Jesus & live for Him in 
the here & now... Then the word ‘Exile’ helps 
us look beyond the here & now to what will 
be... So as Christians we must ever be people 
who live fully in the ‘here & now’ doing all we 
can to be God’s people in our own situations... 
But we must also be people who also 
remember that this world, as it is now, with 
pain, fear & sin will not endure... A new 
kingdom has broken in and will one day be 
complete. 
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So as we come to pray let us take a moment 
to give thanks to God that in His perfect 
love He has chosen us through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with 
his blood: 

Let us also ask God to remind us that we are 
sojourners’ in this world... that our 
citizenship is in an eternal kingdom and let 
us ask God to help us share His hope with 
others.  

- So we come to pray focussing firstly on our 
courageous NHS staff & key workers.                
We pray for all those who are feeling 
drained & perhaps discouraged & stressed. 
We lift them to God, particularly any who we 
know personally, asking God to protect & 
renew them this day.                                                     
We pray too for those who make decisions 
about staff deployments & other critical 
decisions in our health service.  Lord God in 
the midst of these most challenging times 
we ask You to give them amazing wisdom, 
great patience & endurance.   

-   We pray now for all those who are ill, 
especially those in ICU. We pray that 
everyone might receive the treatment that 
they need & that waiting times would begin 
to shorten & that ‘red flag’ treatments 
would happen as they are supposed to. 

-  We pray also for those in education.               
We pray for teachers as they adapt to 
providing material and working online. We 
pray also for our children & Young people, 
especially those who should be sitting their 
exams this year... we also pray for all the P7 
pupils who still face uncertainty over the 
transfer test.        

-  We continue in prayer as we remember all 
those whose businesses or employment is 
under threat during lockdown.  We pray that 
no one would be left without financial 
support and that anxieties would be eased. 

-  Finally let us remember those who are on 
their own during lockdown.  Lord God we ask 
You to place particular people on our minds 
and hearts, help us to share your 
encouragement with others in safe ways.   

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
 

And we pray for those who have requested 
are prayers ... we especially pray today for 
baby Adrianna who has endured many 
difficult surgeries at a very young age. We 
pray for her at this crucial stage. 

We also remember Derek Lennox who has 
suffered a massive heart attack....& we 
remember his wife Eva at this time. 

We continue to pray for 14 year old Cole 
recently out of ICU.  

We also remember Nicky Sharpe in hospital 
& we also pray for her 2 young boys.  

We also pray for 2 year old Zion, who faces 
a long journey of treatment.  

We also remember – Bernie Mckee in 
hospital. 

 We also pray for Jean Woods.. Jim, & 
Roberta. 

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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