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Read 1 Peter 1:3-5    

 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!   In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by 
God’s power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time.. 

As we, in the midst of lockdown with all its 
anxieties, continue to look at the letter of 
first Peter so we remember that it was 
written to Christians who were facing their 
own dark days as persecution had broken 
out.     So here at the beginning of his letter 
to them Peter draws their eyes firstly to 
what God has already done for them...                                
In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead... 

So as the pressure mounts Peter reminds 
them that God has already touched their 
lives giving them a ‘new birth’, a birth made 

possible through Jesus’ victory over death.. 
God through raising Jesus from the dead 
has given life not only to Him but to all who 
trust Him...  

Secondly Peter draws the eyes of these 
struggling Christians forward... to their 
‘inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 
you...    The picture here is of a secure 
future, an inheritance that can’t go bad or 
be taken from the believer...  

Thirdly peter reminds these believers that 
though they might be feeling fearful and 
anxious that they are ‘shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the last time..  
God hasn’t just saved them, nor is He just 
waiting with open arms in heaven for them... 
but He is with them in this storm, He will be 
their shield keeping them close to Him... 

As we continue through this difficult period 
we aren’t facing the same persecution as 
Peter’s first readers. However we face our 
own deep challenges & so we too need to 
remember that God has worked in our lives 
already.... that He has an unshakable 
inheritance prepared for all those who love 
Jesus... And that God is our shield today... 
not making us immune to trouble or pain but 
holding us and keeping us... in the midst of 
the storm.  

So we take a moment to thank God for all He 
has already done, for what He has prepared 
for us & for His ‘shielding’ presence with us 
now.    
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 -So now as we come to pray in this most 
difficult of weeks for those working in our 
health service ....we lift up to God again our  
NHS staff & key workers.                 

We pray for all those who are feeling 
drained & perhaps discouraged & stressed. 
We lift them to God, particularly any who we 
know personally, asking God to protect & 
renew them this day.                                                      

-   We pray now for all those who are ill, 
especially those in ICU. We pray that 
everyone might receive the treatment that 
they need & that waiting times would begin 
to shorten & that ‘red flag’ treatments 
would happen as they are supposed to. 

- So too we now pray too for those who daily 
make decisions that impact upon the lives of 
many others. We pray for our politicians 
both at Stormont, Westminister and for 
decision makers in other countries including 
the new administration in the USA. We ask 
God to grant them deep compassion, courage 
and above all godly wisdom as they make 
decisions.  

-  We continue to pray now for children, 
young people, parents and teachers.                
We ask You God to help our young people 
adapt to online education, help them to 
develop good routines with periods of 
refreshment as well as study. We ask also 
that fair & clear criteria is set out quickly 
for those making the transition between 
primary and secondary education. And that 
those due to sit GCSEs & A levels would also 
quickly know the proposed ways forward and 
know God’s peace during this stressful time.         

-  As we continue in prayer we remember all 
those whose businesses or employment is 

under threat during lockdown.  We pray that 
no one would be left without financial 
support and that anxieties would be eased. 

-  Finally let us remember those who are on 
their own during lockdown.  Lord God we ask 
You to place particular people on our minds 
and hearts, help us to share your 
encouragement with others in safe ways.   

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 

And we pray for those who have 
requested are prayers ... we especially pray 
today for baby Adrianna who has endured 
many difficult surgeries at a very young age.               
We pray for her at this crucial stage. 

We also continue to remember Daniel Kidson 
as he nears the end of his long treatment... 

For 14 year old Cole recently out of ICU.  

For 2 year old Zion, who faces a long journey 
of treatment.  

For Derek Lennox who has suffered a 
massive heart attack....& we remember his 
wife Eva at this time. 

For Dorothy McCandless in hospital ..                
For Bert, Ian and family & Elma.... 

We also continue to pray for Nicky Sharpe 
recently out of hospital and for Bernie 
Mckee also recently out of hospital.  

We also remember – Jean Woods, Jim, 
Roberta & others from our Church family 
who have been facing illness in these past 
days. And we finish with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  


