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Read 1 Peter 1:6-7    

 

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come 
so that the proven genuineness of your 
faith—of greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire—may 
result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus 
Christ is revealed.  

 During a recent Zoom conference our 
wonderful secretary of conference, Rev Dr 
Heather Morris talked of how much she 
enjoyed her new Marks & Spencer comfy 
pyjamas, especially on these cold nights... 
She went on to say how she, how most of us 
like to be comfortable... but that isn’t always 
what God wants for us... Instead of comfy 
pyjamas God wants his people get their 
tracksuit or work wear on...  For God is 
more concerned about our long term well 
being, than He is about our short term 
comfort... 

As we continue in Peter’s letter to these 
under pressure believers we see that they 
certainly weren’t enjoying a comfortable 
time...  rather they were suffering grief in 

all kinds of trials.  These were difficult days 
for these new believers...  But Peter wanted 
them to look beyond the fear & pain ...Peter 
wanted them to see the purpose in the midst 
of their suffering... 

The New Living Translation puts verse 7 like 
this... These trials will show that your faith 
is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests 
and purifies gold—though your faith is far 
more precious than mere gold. So when your 
faith remains strong through many trials, it 
will bring you much praise and glory and 
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world. 

I have to admit that the idea of being 
tested and purified in fire doesn’t sound too 
pleasant! However looking beyond that image 
the line that really catches my eye and 
makes me think is those words from Peter 
that tells us that ‘your faith is far more 
precious than mere gold...’  and I can’t help 
but think that our faith is also more 
precious than mere comfort...   

During these difficult days let us pray for 
ourselves and others that our faith would be 
made stronger and purer....and that we would 
learn to treasure it and our Lord much more 
than wealth or comfort or anything...  So 
that our faith will bring thanks and shining-
greatness and honour to Jesus Christ when 
He comes again… (NLV) 

So we take a moment to thank God for His 
faithfulness to us & also ask that He might 
stir our hearts again with His love & 
strengthen us in faith as we come to pray.    
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 -So we begin by praying that all those at 
the front line of the Covid crisis would be 
encouraged, strengthened and kept safe.  

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray too that 
each of us would 
seek to keep each 
other safe by 
staying in as much 
as possible and 
being responsible.  

So we pray also for those who are seriously 
ill.    Lord God we ask You to intervene today 
and save lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

And we remember all those who have lost 
loved ones during this present crisis... 
Heavenly Father may they know the comfort 
that only You can bring. 

 

 

 

 

-  
We continue to pray now for children, young 
people, parents and teachers.     We ask God 
to encourage them & help them find a good 
rhythm during these difficult days.   

-  So we remember 
now the many people 
who continue to face 
anxiety and stress 
due to health 
concerns, financial 
worries or through 
isolation.  

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
 

We continue to remember Adrianna, Daniel, 
Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Ian & family, Elma, 
Nicky Sharpe, Lucy, Mitch & Stanley.   

We also remember – Jean Woods, Jim, 
Peggy, Bernie &  all others from our Church 
family who have been facing illness or other 
struggles, in these past days.  

We remember Eva the wife of Derek Lennox 
following his death & the family of Dot 
McCandless following her death.  

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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