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Read 1 Peter 1:13-16     

 

 So prepare your minds for action & exercise 
self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious 
salvation that will come to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed to the world. 14 So you 
must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t 
slip back into your old ways of living to 
satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any 
better then. 15 But now you must be holy in 
everything you do, just as God who chose you 
is holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must 
be holy because I am holy.” 

Last week we finished our look at First 
Peter as we were reminded that we today 
live in a period when grace and mercy are 
freely available. Peter was reminding these 
under pressure believers that the grass isn’t 
always greener in a different place or time... 
In fact Peter tells them that the prophets 
and the angels longed to look deeper into 
blessings that have been openly preached to 
them. Peter has also encouraged these 
persecuted Christians by asking them to look 
forwards in hope...    

Peter continues to stir up that Hope within 
these struggling believers as he here 
encourages them to ‘Put all your hope in the 

gracious salvation that will come to you when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the world’. 
However peter certainly doesn’t want them 
to become people who just sit and dream of 
a better time to come… No they are called 
to actively reflect further on their faith 
(vs13a) and then live obediently according to 
what they know to be true (vs14). 

In other words they are to be holy because 
the God who called them and saved them is 
holy.( Vs 16 & Leviticus 11:44 & 19:2) At the 
beginning of LENT some Christians have 
traditionally thought of giving up something 
until Easter…  And maybe each of us might 
ask God if there is anything that He would 
have us step away from for a while so that 
we can spend more time… or focus more on 
Him. There is certainly an aspect of Holiness 
that flows from saying No to certain things 
and being different… 

However there is also a side to Holiness that 
must be about actively positively being 
different from the norm….  So we travel 
back to Peter’s call in vs 15 to ‘be holy in 
everything we do’ or as Eugene Peterson says 
in the message version of the bible.. We 
must as ‘obedient children, let yourselves be 
pulled into a way of life shaped by God’s life, 
a life energetic and blazing with holiness. ‘ 

 As we begin our Lenten journey this week so 
perhaps we might look to step back from 
certain things for a time... But perhaps a 
more important question might be are we 
ready to step into something new for God in 
the weeks ahead?   
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Prayer- On this Shrove Tuesday, Lord help us 
to enjoy and give thanks to you for the bounty 
you provide for us and remind us to share your 
gifts with others. And as Lent begins tomorrow, 
prepare our hearts and minds to reflect upon 
the temptation of Jesus for 40 days and nights 
and what that means for us.  Amen  

So on this Shrove Tuesday we use some 
Prayers from the British Methodist Church 
as we prepare to follow Jesus through the 
Lenten Period.  

Prayers for others-   God of mercy and love 
let us serve you in our world.. we pray for 
desert people,  who live in a dry, parched 
land, who lack water, who travel constantly 
so that they might live. 
Give them living water. 
Let the deserts bloom into flower. 
We pray that those who work on climate 
change may find solutions so that the 
erosion of soil may be halted or reversed. 
We pray that water and other vital supplies 
might not be used as a weapon of war 
in countries where resources are scarce. 
 
God of mercy and love let us serve you in 
our world    We pray for countries where 
justice seems far away, where human rights 
are ignored.   Let us remind those in power 
that prisoners are not forgotten. 
 
We pray that the dignity of life is respected 
and remember those who have lost that 
dignity through age or infirmity or neglect. 
We pray for situations where the sex of a 
baby may lead to abandonment, where 
women are not offered the same 
opportunities, or are actively demeaned or 
mutilated. 
 May we act to challenge injustice and seek 
to affirm your love for all humankind. 

God of mercy and love let us serve you in 
our world  We pray for those who have no 
peace -  for those who are troubled and torn 
apart by lack of self esteem for those who 
torment and victimise the vulnerable. 
We pray for men & women affected by 
violence in the home and for those who live 
by violence. 
 
We pray for those who are trafficked 
and for those who organise and profit from 
selling other humans. 
 
May they learn of your love & somehow come 
to newness of life even in the midst of 
despair. 
 
God of mercy and love let us serve you in 
our world  Loving Lord let us not stand 
aside and tolerate lack of basic human 
resources, dehumanising practices, or the 
use of violence to disempower your people. 
 
Give us strength to act & challenge hatred, 
and instead bring your justice and mercy. In 
your name we humbly ask that we may be a 
channel for your peace and love. Amen. 

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Daniel, Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Elma, Nicky, Lucy, 
Stanley, Johnny, Mitch & Gordon.   

We also remember – Jean, Jim, Peggy, 
Bernie, Anna & all others from our Church 
family who have been facing illness or other 
struggles, in these past days.  

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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