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Read 1 Peter 1:10-12     

 
10 This salvation was something even the 
prophets wanted to know more about when 
they prophesied about this gracious 
salvation prepared for you. 11 They 
wondered what time or situation the Spirit 
of Christ within them was talking about when 
he told them in advance about Christ’s 
suffering and his great glory afterward. 

12 They were told that their messages were 
not for themselves, but for you. And now 
this Good News has been announced to you 
by those who preached in the power of the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so 
wonderful that even the angels are eagerly 
watching these things happen. 

If only...  I had been born somewhere else or 
at some other time or into a different 
family ....  If only .... two small sad words 
that often speak of someone’s desire to 
escape the situation they are in and ‘travel’ 
to a place where the ‘grass is greener’...                  
I think most of us have ‘if only’ moments, 
times when because of the stress, struggles 
or pain we are enduring we began to dream 
about somewhere...or sometime that was 
better. 

As we continue to reflect upon the letter of 
First Peter. We can probably understand 
why some of these persecuted believers 
were wishing that they had seen Jesus like 
Peter vs 8 or perhaps that they had lived in a 
different place or time!  However in today’s 
passage Peter reminds them that actually 
they live in a most precious time... A time 
that the Old Testament prophets ‘wanted to 
know more about’ vs10 , a time that the 
prophets ‘wondered’ about... longing to 
understand and experience...                            
But they were told ‘their messages were not 
for themselves, but for you.’   Yes rather 
than wish themselves away to another place 
or time..  Peter tells his readers that what 
they have received ‘is all so wonderful that 
even the angels are eagerly watching these 
things happen.’ 

Is it sometimes hard for us to appreciate 
the blessings that we have received in being 
born where we have been... at this point in 
history?  Can we sometimes take for granted 
what we have..?  Physically we generally have 
more than enough to eat & a health service, 
that while severely stretched at the 
moment, is still free and universal, 
something definitely not the case in other 
parts of the world.    Then there are our 
spiritual blessings... we live in a time & place 
when the scriptures are freely available.. A 
time after the cross & the resurrection, a 
time of grace... 

On those difficult days, those days when I 
might be tempted to wish I was somewhere 
or sometime else...  It’s good to remember 
the grace of this time and place.... 
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Prayer- Lord it is all too easy to focus on 
the present struggles & forget the grace 
that attached to where we are at the 
moment... We pray that You would open our 
eyes to our blessings in Christ & so stir up in 
us a real sense of gratitude.  Amen 

So we remember today all those in other 
parts of our world who don’t enjoy the 
blessings that we do... 

Firstly we pray for those in poorer countries 
who have limited access to health care.               
We especially remember today those who 
live in countries or areas where they won’t 
be offered the Covid vaccine and we pray 
for a fairer distribution of vaccines. 

We also remember today the blessing that 
we enjoy of living in a land where we have 
free access to the scriptures & the freedom 
to normally gather for worship. As we pray 
for an end to this pandemic & a restoration 
of physical worship....We pray all the more 
for our brothers & sisters in other lands 
who are persecuted for following Jesus...  
Lord protect, encourage & strengthen those 
who are being persecuted today...                           
So too we pray for all those in other lands 
who haven’t as yet heard the gospel in 
relevant ways. Lord may Your message of 
grace & forgiveness in Jesus flow further & 
deeper into all lands. 

So as we 
continue in 
prayer we 
remember once 
more those in 

our health service & all those who work at 
the front line of the Covid crisis. For all 
doctors, nurses, paramedics & who care for 
others... Lord we ask that You would keep 

them safe, strong & encouraged, 
strengthened and kept safe.  

We also pray for those 
who are seriously ill.    
Lord God we ask You to 
intervene today and 
save lives. 

 We also continue to 
pray for all in our 
community that we would 
do all we can to keep 
each other safe by 
behaving responsibly.   

We also pray for our young people & 
children, especially those who would have 
been sitting important exams this year or 
taking the Transfer Test.  

-  So we remember now 
the many people who 
continue to face anxiety 
and stress due to health 
concerns, financial 
worries or through 
isolation.  

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Daniel, Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Elma, Nicky, Lucy, 
Stanley, Johnny, Mitch & Gordon.   

We also remember – Jean Woods, Jim, 
Peggy, Bernie, Anna & all others from our 
Church family who have been facing illness 
or other struggles, in these past days.  

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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