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Read 1 Peter 1:8-9     

 

Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

As we continue looking at the letter of 1st 
Peter, written to groups of Christians 
suffering persecution in Turkey, we come 
today to a couple of verses that speak to me 
of both the challenge and joy of following 
Jesus. 

Firstly the challenge ...’though you have not 
seen him, you love him;  Yes here Peter 
draws a comparison between his own 
personal experience & the experience of his 
readers... For Peter had seen Jesus face to 
face...Peter had witnessed the feeding of 
the 5000, he had seen his mother in law 
healed & yes in the end Peter had seen the 
risen Jesus, notably talking to him on the 
Galilean beach after Jesus’ resurrection                
(John 21).  

However those who Peter wrote to had 
never had the opportunity to see Jesus, 
either before or after His resurrection...      

So I wonder if these under pressure early 
Christians just wished they had, like Peter, 
had the opportunity to have seen Jesus in 
the flesh. In fact aren’t there days when I 
too wish I had seen, or could see Jesus in 
the flesh... a vision here... a dream there.. 
Wouldn’t that make everything easier? 

But even as I ask the question I’m reminded 
of what Jesus told Thomas after his disciple 
had doubted his resurrection. Jesus told 
him, “You believe because you have seen me. 
Blessed are those who believe without 
seeing me.” Yes there is a blessing in 
trusting without sight & I think we see this 
blessing in our verses today.... even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him & 
are filled with an inexpressible & glorious 
joy, for you are receiving the end result of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.      

Yes there is a real & present blessing in 
trusting Jesus, especially in the midst of 
tough times. Peter knows that these 
believers have been experiencing ‘glorious 
joy’ even in the midst of prosecution. 
However more than that Peter says they are 
presently receiving the end result of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.   Yes these 
under fire believers were, in the midst of 
suffering, tasting the joy of salvation... not 
just as something to look forward to.... but 
as something real in their everyday lives... 

I pray that as we continue through this very 
strange and challenging time that we too can 
through faith ‘taste’ that blessing of Jesus’ 
joy in the everyday routine of life.... 
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So we begin our time of prayer by taking a 
moment in quiet, asking Him to forgive us 
afresh & stir our faith...   Then we continue 
in prayer as we pray for all our fellow 
believers who this day are facing 
persecution or deep struggles....                            
We ask that God would touch them with 
comfort... & even with ‘glorious joy’ this day. 

-So we begin 
by praying once 
more for all 
those at the 
front line of 

the Covid crisis. For all doctors, nurses, 
paramedics & who care for others... Lord we 
ask that You would keep them safe, strong & 
encouraged, strengthened and kept safe.  

   We also continue 
to pray for all in 
our community that 
we would do all we 
can to keep each 
other safe by 
behaving 
responsibly.   

 

So we pray also for those who are seriously 
ill.    Lord God we ask You to intervene today 
and save lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

And we remember all those who have lost 
loved ones during this present crisis... 
Heavenly Father may they know the comfort 
that only You can bring. 

This week we 
also pray for 
those businesses 
& individuals who 
are facing the 
dual pressure of 
Covid 

restrictions & new Brexit regulations...  We 
pray that all would be done to help those 
under real pressure.  

-  So we remember now 
the many people who 
continue to face anxiety 
and stress due to health 
concerns, financial 
worries or through 
isolation.  

So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
 

We continue to remember Adrianna, Daniel, 
Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Ian & family, Elma, 
Nicky, Lucy, Stanley, Johnny just moved 
to a ward after 9 weeks in ICU & Mitch just 
released from hospital.   

We also remember – Jean Woods, Jim, 
Peggy, Bernie, Anna &  all others from our 
Church family who have been facing illness 
or other struggles, in these past days.  

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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