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Read 1 Peter 2:4-6     

 

 You are coming to Christ, who is the living 
cornerstone of God’s temple. He was 
rejected by people, but he was chosen by 
God for great honour.  5 And you are living 
stones that God is building into his spiritual 
temple. What’s more, you are his holy 
priests Through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that 
please God. 6 As the Scriptures say, 

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, 
    chosen for great honour, and anyone who 
trusts in him will never be disgraced.” . NLT 
 
Thought- I’ve not that interested in jigsaws 
(probably due to a lack of patience!) but my 
wife Aileen loves them. So on occasion I 
have tried to help her only for me to sit 
staring at a particular piece in my hand as I 
look at the picture on the box and think... I 
have no idea where this piece fits in...                
So I usually just discard that piece and 
move on to another one... one that clearly 
because of the colour or shape must fit in 
with what we have already before us.... 

In today’s passage Peter is using a similar 
sort of illustration... Peter says that Jesus 
is the crucial stone, the cornerstone or 

capstone, a stone that looks irregular but 
nevertheless fits perfectly into a crucial 
foundational part of the building... However 
just like me discarding the funny shaped 
jigsaw piece, Jesus was discarded by men 
(the Jewish religious authorities etc) 
because Jesus didn’t fit in with what they 
believed the Saviour should be like... Jesus 
didn’t fit with their picture already on the 
board so they got rid of him...      

Of course Peter didn’t come up with this 
image of the saviour; God’s chosen one being 
a special stone... No Peter was drawing from 
the Old Testament & here he quotes Isaiah 
28:16and it’s clear that the prophet and 
Peter have a very particular building in mind, 
the temple.... the place where God would 
actually make His dwelling....the place where 
heaven & earth meet....   

As Peter was writing the temple was still 
being worked on... and some Jews still looked 
forward to its final completion, longing for 
God to show His presence there in a new 
powerful way... make clear to all that this 
was the place where God resided. However 
Peter knew differently for he had listened 
as Jesus had spoken about the temple’s 
destruction. (by the Romans in AD70)  

However God was building a new temple, one 
made up of ‘living stones’; people who had 
trusted Jesus as Saviour & Lord... people 
from all different nations and backgrounds 
who were being brought together to be the 
place where God resided.... 

Lets us now pause as we consider again this 
amazing truth, that God, through the Holy 
Spirit, lives in His people. That we and all 

Regent Street Methodist 
Tuesday Prayers                   
16th March 2021  
 

“To Know God’s Love and to Share it 

with Others” 
colin.milligan@irishmethodist.org 
 
 
 



who trust in Jesus the chosen and precious 
cornerstone, are being built into God’s new 
temple ....    What a privilege, what a 
responsibility.... 

Prayer- God who has chosen to abide with 
us, we marvel again at how You the Lord of 
eternity would desire to dwell not just with 
us... but in us... So we humbly ask again, that 
You would remind us each day, each moment, 
that You are not just up there... but that 
You are also right here... with us... because 
of Jesus. Amen 

And so as we look forward to St Patrick’s 
Day tomorrow we use some words of a 
prayer attributed to him as we pray...                                           

I arise today Through God's strength to 
pilot me: God's might to uphold me, God's 
wisdom to guide me, God's eye to look 
before me, God's ear to hear me, God's 
word to speak for me, God's hand to guard 
me, God's way to lie before me, God's shield 
to protect me, God's host to save me From 
snares of devils, From temptations of vices, 
From everyone who shall wish me ill,                 
Afar and near, Alone and in multitude. 
 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
I bind unto myself the Name, 
The strong Name of the Trinity, 
By invocation of the same, 

The Three in One and One in Three. 
By Whom all nature hath creation, 
Eternal Father, Spirit, Word: 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation, 
Salvation is of Christ the Lord. 
 
And we pray for the land of Ireland  
Remembering our leaders- North & South… 
Remembering our Churches- across the 
denominations… 
Remembering all the different communities 
that now call this island home…. 
Remembering all those who have left these 
shores in search of work or a ‘better life’… 
Remembering the ‘fight’ against Covid North 
& South… 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Daniel, Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch,Stanley, Aliaster, Gordon, pastor 
Mark, Doreen, Anna & her family with 
Covid, another Pastor & his family with Covid 
& Joanne. 

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles, 
John Henderson, Alison, Irene, Brian & 
Dorothy.. , Peggy & Mary Mulligan.                                                                      

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 


