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 As we come to Holy week we pause our 
journey through the letter of first Peter 
and instead we journey with Jesus through 
the events of that first Holy Week.  

So we begin on the day after Palm Sunday as 
we read Matthew 21: 10-32  

Thought- When we read on from Palm 
Sunday in Matthew’s gospel we see that it 
doesn’t take long for the cheers of the 
crowd to die down only to be replaced by 
conflict between Jesus and the religious 
authorities. Obviously the authorities felt 
threatened by Jesus but we also see that 
He was ready to tell them the hard truth 
that ‘the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God 
ahead of you (religious leaders).’  

As we begin our journey through Holy Week 
we focus firstly at a simple but central 
point, that religion and respectability never 
saved anyone. Rather that our faith is 
completely founded on God’s grace reaching 
out to us....   The religious leaders sadly 
couldn’t understand or accept the gift that 
God had sent, instead they were offended 
that they would be classed in the same 
bracket as tax collectors and other sinners. 

We pause and pray asking God to give us 
humble hungry hearts....   

 

 

TUESDAY  
READ 
Matthew 

21:33- 
Mt24:51 

Thought- Jesus continued teaching in the 
temple and the arguments with the religious 
authorities grew fiercer. Jesus quotes Psalm 
118:22-23 as He seeks to show the leaders 
that their reliance on their religious activity 
& particularly on the temple would come to 
nothing. Instead Jesus calls Himself the 
Capstone (Mt21:42), the crucial required 
building block in any relationship with God.  

 In chapter 24 as Jesus leaves the temple 
He tells His disciples that ‘ not one stone 
here will be left on another’ Mt24:2. The 
disciples were obviously shocked but also 
wanted to know when this was going to 
happen and this led Jesus to share about 
signs at the end of the age...                                
Wanting to know what’s coming next is an 
understandable human desire. However in 
Matthew Chp 24 Jesus makes clear that 
while watchfulness is valued.. the most 
important thing is to be found doing our 
masters will when He returns (Mt24:46). 

We pause and pray for grace to continue to 
trust Jesus in these uncertain days, asking 
that He might help us to faithfully follow 
Him even when we don’t know what’s round 
the corner.    
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wed Read 
Matthew 26:1-16 

Love and betrayal. 
In this short 
passage we see 

both clearly as an unnamed woman firstly 
pours ‘very expensive perfume Mt26:7 over 
Jesus shortly followed by Judas agreeing to 
betray his master for 30 pieces of silver. 

It can be easy to turn Judas into a 
pantomime villain but we should remember 
that he was a real man... presumably someone 
who initially was interested in following 
Jesus.....As I think of these 2 scenes, these 
2 people I can’t help but reflect on my own 
ups & downs in following Jesus..How often 
can I go from worship to betrayal in 1 day.. 

We pause to confess our failures & ask for 
grace to be consistent for our Lord. 

                                                                              
Read Matthew 
26:17-75 

As we have 
realised in the 

past year, life changing events can happen 
incredibly quickly. So on that evening around 
2000 years ago one thing quickly led to 
another.... 

Jesus has his last meal with His disciples.. 
and gives a new focus for the old Passover 
celebration...  As God had rescued the 
people from Egypt, so now a greater rescue 
was underway as Jesus’ blood would soon be 
‘poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins’ Mt26:28   Then Jesus & His disciples 
travel to Gethsemane where He asks them 
to pray with Him ....& where He is arrested. 

Then events really speed up as Jesus is 
taken before the Sanhedrin & then on to 
Pilate.   Sometimes events can seem to 
quickly go beyond our control in ways that 
are painful & fearful... but as we see in these 
gospel passages...events never take God by 
surprise.. Jesus remains calm in the face of 
accusations abuse & being given a death 
sentence – Lord fill us with your peace in the 
days ahead.  

 Good Friday 
Read Matthew 27 

From betrayal & 
abandonment to 
abuse & false 
accusations… now 
to mockery, 

flogging & death…. Looking with human eyes 
the events of Good Friday seem anything but 
good. Yet in the darkness we also see signs 
of God’s world changing purpose… the sign 
above Jesus head… placed their by the 
Romans of all people… ‘This is Jesus the 
Kinjg of the Jews’ Mt27:37, what was meant 
as a sarcastic insult instead truly proclaimed 
Jesus’ majesty….  

Majesty again confirmed by a Roman 
Centurion at the cross, who found himself 
proclaiming… ‘Surely He was the Son of God!’ 
Mt 27:54  Meanwhile in the temple… the 
curtain is torn in 2 from ‘top to bottom’ as 
God acts opening a way through Jesus’ 
sacrifice from heaven to earth….Mt27:51 

In the midst of the greatest pain & at the 
greatest cost to Himself God fulfilled His 
rescue plan.     The way is open…   Lord 
forgive us when we neglect that open door 
to You… help us to trust in Jesus’ work… & 
surrender ourselves to His way… the way of 
the cross ..the way of love.  



 

 


