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Read 1 Peter 2:11-12      

 
11 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary 
residents and foreigners” to keep away from 
worldly desires that wage war against your 
very souls. 12 Be careful to live properly 
among your unbelieving neighbours. Then 
even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they 
will see your honourable behaviour, and they 
will give honour to God when he judges the 
world. 

Thought- Casting our minds back to before 
Holy Week & Easter our journey through the 
letter of First Peter had taken us to an 
amazing point. As we read through the 
opening lines of Chapter 2 we saw how Peter 
was seeking to bring home to his scattered 
anxious readers that they were actually 
God’s special possession....   A royal 
Priesthood... a Holy Nation... Living Stones 
brought together to make a new temple in 
which God would, by His Spirit, dwell!   

Peter was telling them of their true position 
‘In Christ’ but as he did that Peter also 
wants to be clear that because their 
identity has been changed...( they are now 
‘temporary residents & foreigners’ in this 
world)  so now their behaviour must change... 

More choice....  Kingsize....  Luxury... 
extravagant...  You’re worth it... I think we 
are hearing words and phrases like these 
more & more these days.... Probably because 
the advertising agencies have for a long time 
known something about human nature....               
We can be very susceptible to suggestion & 
we often let our desires/appetites rule us.... 
rather than us controlling them! 

Maybe we notice it most clearly when we 
hear about the salary of a famous footballer 
or shake our head sadly when we hear how a 
wealthy celebrity slowly sunk into addiction...      
Yes we can probably all sadly think of an 
example of someone whose life has been 
dominated by their physical appetites 
leading to great hurt...  But of course this 
yearning for more... this battle with ‘worldly 
desires that wage war against our very 
souls’, isn’t just a problem for the rich & 
famous...  No even Christians can lose 
themselves in wanting more....      

And that is the point Peter is making here... 
He isn’t saying that Christians should be 
people who never enjoy themselves, seeking 
to avoid all pleasure...Rather Peter is telling 
these new Christians that their lives should 
match their new identities in Christ...that 
they must be people who look beyond the 
immediate... living out their lives with higher 
priorities than simply getting more & being 
comfortable  ...  They must be different, for 
their own sakes, but also for the sake of 
many others who live around them...  For if 
their lives don’t bow to the same selfish 
desires as their neighbours.... then people 
will notice..  and yes, some will even turn to 
God themselves (vs12)...   
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Prayer- Lord God, You have graciously 
granted us new citizenship through 
Christ...We are yours... So we ask for fresh 
grace today to help us say NO to worldly 
selfish desires..  Lord we ask that You 
continue to draw our hearts to Yourself & 
Your ways... So that others see a better way 
to live .... Amen  

So we continue in Prayer … As we pray this 
week especially for our land following days 
of violence…   We begin by praying for our 
politicians & others in places of influence 
asking that they choose their language 
carefully, seeking to build bridges in society 
rather heighten tensions at this time... 
We pray too for an end to violence. We pray 
that parents, youth & community workers & 
all who have any influence with our young 
people might use it to show them a better 
way to live... And guide them away from 
violence. 

We pray also for our police force, often 
caught in the middle of hostile crowds, we 
ask God to protect all those who are seeking 
to serve our people.  

As we pray for peace on our streets we also 
ask God to help every follower of Jesus play 
their part in creating a better more 
reconciled society.     

We continue to pray for peace as we widen 
our gaze and remember the ongoing tensions 
in the Middle East, especially Iran’s threat 
for revenge on Israel following a cyber 
attack on one of its nuclear sites…   As 
tensions continue to grow we pray for God’s 
hand to be clear in the situation & for more 
moderate voices to be listened to in Iran.. 

As we continue in prayer we remember that 
many children and young people have only 
returned to school this week. So we pray for 
them & for their teachers. We ask that God 
might especially bring help to those children 
that have struggled most with home 
schooling and anxiety. We pray also for 
safety for everyone involved in education. 
 
So we continue to remember those countries 
where Covid 19 continues to grow…  We 
remember especially Brazil, which continues 
to see many deaths.  
 
We pray now for our Royal family following 
the death of Prince Phillip asking that God 
brings His comfort and His direction to 
them all.    
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis & we give thanks for Daniel’s 
great progress..  

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Doreen & Alma Abbs. 

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles, 
John Henderson, Alison, Irene, Brian & 
Dorothy, Gerry & Jean, Peggy & Mary 
Mulligan.                                                                      

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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