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Read 1 Peter 2:13-17     

 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to 
every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong & to commend those who 
do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing 
good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do 
not use your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper 
respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honour the emperor. 

Thought- Peter has been talking a lot about 
how Christians are ‘aliens & strangers in the 
world’ vs 11. However in today’s passage 
Peter reminds his readers that having new 
heavenly identity papers doesn’t mean that 
they can ignore the civil authorities.    

Peter’s words are all the more amazing 
because we know that the civil authorities in 
his time could be so cruel, actively 
persecuting believers at times. Of course 
Peter isn’t saying that everything these 
human authorities do is right but he is 
saying that order is nearly always better 
than chaos & that God had ordained 
government even if humanity did it badly.  

Peter also wants his readers to be good 
witnesses, especially to those who talk 
ignorantly about the faith. So Peter isn’t 
promoting an easy going collusion with unjust 
authorities but neither is he advocating 
violent revolution. He says be law abiding 
(except where those laws blatantly go 
against God’s law) & set good examples, 
because this is the best answer to the 
ignorant gossip that was going around about 
Christians (being anarchists, eating human 
flesh at the Lord’s Supper etc) Peter says 
show people they are wrong about us!   

This leads Peter on to talk about the 
freedom that believers now enjoy in Christ. 
Many in our world seem to think that 
freedom is being able to do exactly what you 
want... freedom from all constraints, 
freedom to indulge you’re ever desire. 
However when the bible speaks of freedom 
it focuses on being freed from slavery to sin 
so that we can live out our lives in the way 
that God created us for.   

It is because of this different way of 
thinking about freedom that Peter can say in 
the same breath...for you are free, yet you 
are God’s slaves vs 16.  Peter sees no 
contradiction in these words because in his 
eyes the Christian has been set free from 
the old harsh master who would eventual kill 
his subjects… This freedom was bought at 
the highest cost by the new master, one who 
only wants the very best for his 
subjects…Living under this new master’s rule 
is genuinely life giving & it leads into the 
freedom of being who we were always meant 
to be…Freedom from the chords of sin & 
death to live for the God of life. 
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Prayer- Lord Jesus you gave yourself over 
to death that we might be set free from it’s 
power. Please help us now to live as free 
people, choosing your way each day, living 
abundantly with You... setting good examples 
to all that we meet. In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen  

So as we thank God for our freedom in 
Christ, so we pray for our brothers & sisters 
who are imprisoned in nations like North 
Korea because they follow Jesus.  
 
As we continue in Prayer … we also 
remember that although Covid cases are 
decreasing in our land that sadly they are 
increasing elsewhere. 
We remember India – which has been 
experiencing a deadly second wave of Covid 
over these past few weeks. We especially 
remember the people of Delhi as it goes into 
a week lockdown. We also remember 
Emmanuel Ministries Calcutta and Debbie 
her family. 
We also continue to remember the people of 
Brazil, we especially remember the poor of 
the favelas who are not only struggling with 
high rates of Covid but also now with 
increasing hunger, some people queuing from 
3am for food distributions. 
We pray for a fairer distribution of the 
vaccines with poorer countries. 
 
We also are mindful of our own land and local 
communities as restrictions begin to ease. 
We pray asking God to help everyone be 
responsible and sensible as we begin to move 
towards more ‘normal’ days. 

We also continue to pray for peace on our 
own streets as we move towards summer. 
We continue to pray for our politicians, 
community leaders, youth workers and our 
young people. We pray too for continued 
protection for our police force and for 
everyone. 
 
We also continue to pray now for our Royal 
family following the death of Prince Phillip 
asking that God brings His comfort and His 
direction to them all.    
And we remember all others who have lost 
loved ones in these past days including the 
family of Maureen Skates….& the Brown & 
Graham families after their loss. 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Doreen 
& Robert. 

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy, Gerry & 
Jean, Peggy & Mary Mulligan.                                                                      

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 


