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Read 1 Peter 2:18-21     

 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit 
yourselves to your masters, not only to those 
who are good & considerate, but also to those 
who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if 
someone bears up under the pain of unjust 
suffering because they are conscious of 
God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive 
a beating for doing wrong & endure it? But if you 
suffer for doing good & you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. 21 To this you were 
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his 
steps. 

“He committed no sin, & no deceit was found in 
his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at 
him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself 
bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that 
we might die to sins & live for righteousness; “by 
his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you 
were like sheep going astray,” but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd & Overseer of your 
souls. 

Thought- This Tuesday we look at a slightly 
longer passage than usual.  This is because 
it’s really impossible to take in what Peter is 
saying about slaves unless we hold it 

together with the following verses were 
Peter quotes parts of Isaiah 53.  

In many ways we live in a very different 
world to Peter were slavery was just a 
commonly accepted feature of life. Slaves 
comprised up to 40% of the population in 
Rome & while many were uneducated manual 
labourers or domestics others were 
educated teachers & stewards. While many 
slaves were treated deplorably & abused 
others were treated much better yet even 
these slaves didn’t have any legal rights, 
they were all non-people.  

It is into this society were slavery was 
thought to be an essential part of life that 
Peter writes here to Christians, many of 
whom were slaves. We find it hard to 
understand why Peter didn’t promote some 
sort of fight for justice. However slave 
revolts had occurred before & had always 
been met with terrible reprisals.   So Peter 
points his readers to another way, the way 
of Christ...Who did not retaliate when ‘they 
hurled their insults.’ In this Peter isn’t 
saying that slavery is right any more than he 
might say that the Roman empire was good & 
acceptable. No, Peter’s point here is that 
the way to make deeper change is to follow 
Jesus....   

It can be easy to criticise this & yes taken 
to extremes ‘suffering in silence’ might 
become collusion with injustice. However 
Peter’s wasn’t trying to maintain the status 
quo, rather he believed that lives, & so the 
world, could be eventually changed as 
followers of Jesus joined with their master 
in suffering in righteousness...  
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Prayer- Lord Jesus you gave yourself over 
to death that we might be set free from it’s 
power. Please give us discernment that we 
might see how best to challenge & change 
the injustices in our world. Also give us 
courage for when our turn comes to follow 
your footsteps in the paths of suffering... 
Grant us great comfort in knowing that You 
have travelled the path before us... & that 
You will walk with us each step of the way. 
Amen  

We continue by using some prayers from the 
charity World Vision praying for the modern 
day slaves…  
Dear Lord, most of us reading this will never 
experience the kind of extreme poverty 
that millions of people live with every day. 
Help us to be understanding & compassionate 
toward their needs. Help us to love them in 
the way that You love them. Give us the will 
to make things better. 
 
Dear Lord, You are a strong tower & a 
mighty fortress. Help Your rescued children 
feel safe & begin to heal. Protect them from 
others who seek to harm them.  Dear Lord, 
You demand justice for Your children who 
have been wronged. Give strength to people 
who investigate and prosecute traffickers. 
Encourage them when they are weary. Give 
courage to survivors when they are asked to 
testify against their former captors. 
 
We continue in Prayer as we lift up the land 
of India, especially the area of Delhi, amid a 
deadly surge of Covid & a terrible lack of 
critical oxygen supplies.  

We give thanks for the promised 
international aid of ventilators and other 
medical equipment but we pray that more 
would be done across the world to meet this 
spiraling crisis. 
We also continue to remember in prayer  
Emmanuel Ministries Calcutta and Debbie 
her family. 
 
We also continue to remember Brazil and 
the areas hard hit by Covid in S America.  
 
We pray too for the work of UNICEF & 
others as they seek to deliver millions of 
vaccines to poorer countries in our world. . 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Doreen 
& Robert. 

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy, Gerry & 
Jean, Peggy, Mary Mulligan & Hilary 
Spencer.                                                                      

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

 


