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Read 1 Peter 3:8-12    

 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 
and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult 
with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 

“Whoever would love life and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil and their lips 
from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from 
evil and do good; they must seek peace and 
pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.” 

Thought- Over the past 2 weeks we have 
seen Peter give advice to particular groups 
of people (slaves, wives & husbands). Now 
Peter addresses every believer as he tells us 
to live in such a humble, compassionate & 
loving way that we ‘don’t repay evil for evil. 
(we) Don’t retaliate with insults when people 
insult you. Instead, (we) pay them back with a 
blessing.  

So, just as he did with the particular groups, 
Peter is now telling every Christian to show 
sacrificial love towards others who might 
well be treating them badly.                                
Just like our particular examples with slaves 

& wives these verses might sound as if Peter 
is encouraging a lifestyle that will lead to 
everyone walking over us & evil deeds going 
unpunished... Surely in a world that is 
growing more hostile towards the Christian 
faith we must fight back? Well here Peter 
clearly says NO to that line of thought; 
Christians must bless rather than curse. 

If we think that this advice sounds 
unrealistic & difficult to follow, then just 
think how it must have sounded to Peter’s 
first readers.. slaves, women, people of little 
standing who could so easily be mistreated 
or persecuted. Or think how these words 
might sound to a Christian living secretly 
today in a Muslim land...it must be tempting 
to dream of getting your own back....  

However as Tom Wright says in connection 
with this passage.... Here is the irony: 
Christians are supposed to stand out as 
distinctive, but when we do, & are mocked or 
criticized for it, we are tempted to mock & 
criticize right back – & then we are no 
longer distinctive, because we are behaving 
just like everyone else!     

So once more we see that Peter primary 
concern here is the quality of witness that 
we share as followers of Jesus. Peter 
wanted others to be attracted by the 
forgiveness they were shown. But we might 
ask then what about justice, do those doing 
evil get off? Well perhaps Peters answer to 
that would be the last verse he quotes from 
Pss 34 .. For the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous & his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.”   We let God sort out justice... 
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 Prayer- Lord God we confess that we often 
find it too easy to ‘repay evil with evil & 
insult with insult’. As we ask for Your 
forgiveness again so we also pray that You 
would keep us close to the cross so that we 
might remember Your underserved mercy to 
us... Help us to live in humble gratitude & 
show kindness & mercy to others. Amen.      

We now pause & ask God to specifically bring 
to mind any person who we might be holding 
a grudge against….   We ask Jesus to help us 
release any hurts we are holding & for His 
help to choose the way of forgiveness. 
 
We continue in prayer as we bring our land 
to God….using the combined Churches in 
Ireland Centenary Prayer. 
Sovereign, wise and gracious God, in whose 
hands lie the past, present and future, we 
acknowledge before you our failures, our 
divisions, and the hurt we have caused you 
and one another.  Forgive, restore, and heal 
us.  The events of partition and formation, 
which took place one hundred years ago on 
this island, changed, shaped, and determined 
the outlook for this place which we all call 
home.  As we reflect upon those times and 
bring to mind what happened then and in the 
years since, we acknowledge before you our 
different and often polarised 
interpretations of history.  As we travel 
onwards in our journey, may we learn from 
the experiences of the past and from those 
who trod these roads before us, so that the 
inheritance we pass on to the next 
generation is the gift of understanding, 
peace, and hope. In faith we pray, and 
humbly ask, in the name of him who is the 
light of the world and giver of all hope, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

We now continue in Prayer as we remember 
the nation of India & all other places where 
Covid is bringing such painful loss of life. 
 
We continue to pray for the speedy delivery 
of oxygen, ventilators & other life saving 
equipment to those who need it most.  
We also pray too for healthcare workers & 
volunteers who risk their lives each day to 
heal & care for the sick.  
Pray too for the Indian government that it 
would have wisdom & do all it can to stop the 
spread of this virus. 
We also remember and pray for the growing 
numbers of Covid cases in Nepal, Bangladesh 
& Pakistan. 
 
We pray too for the work of UNICEF & 
others as they seek to deliver millions of 
vaccines to poorer countries in our world. . 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Doreen 
, Robert & Shankar. 

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy, Gerry & 
Jean, Peggy.                                              
We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 


