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Read 1 Peter 3:13-16    

 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what 
is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their 
threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness & 
respect  16 keeping a clear conscience, so that 
those who speak maliciously against your good 
behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander.   

Thought-In this part of Peter’s letter he 
addresses the reality of suffering for the 
faith. Of course every person faces 
suffering of one kind or another sometime 
(sickness, loss). But here Peter is specifically 
focussing on suffering because of our 
Christian faith.   Peter begins by assuming 
that generally people aren’t harmed for 
doing good. Now this might sound obvious 
but it’s useful to bear in mind if we are ever 
tempted to think that just because we are 
Christians everyone is out to get us...  

However at the same time it’s clear from 
the words of Jesus that all who follow Him 
should expect some opposition & suffering 
(Matthew 10:22). And this is confirmed by Paul 

in 2 Timothy 3:12. So as Christians we aren’t 
exempt from the ‘normal’ suffering in this 
world, but we are also open to attack 
because we, like peter’s readers, are exiles 
from this world who serve a different king. 
While we in our land have generally been 
free from persecution we know that is not 
the case for so many of our fellow Christians 
in the past & presently in other countries.  

Facing persecution Peter urges Christians 
not to be afraid but instead reminds them 
that Jesus said “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:10).  

The second aspect of what Peter says here 
is his call to ‘always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give a 
reason for the hope that you have.’ So Peter 
wants Christians to be ready to share their 
faith (even when they might feel the 
temptation to hide it away) but Peter also 
clearly wants believers to be careful how 
they share.... There is no room here for 
pushy evangelism that isn’t interested in the 
other person, rather desires Christians’ lives 
to be so clearly ‘hopeful’ vs 15 that other 
people want to know what their secret is...    

When I read these verses I see Peter 
walking a good balanced path... firstly by 
expecting a measure of opposition without 
putting on a martyr complex. Secondly by 
holding believers to sharing their faith 
without losing sight of the reason why we 
must do it.... Because the other person also 
needs to receive hope in Christ... 
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Prayer- Heavenly Father, we thank you that 
in the midst of this world’s troubles You 
promise to be with us.  We ask You to help 
us have the courage to always being ready to 
share the good news about Jesus... but help 
us to always do so with gentleness & respect.    

We pray too for Christians’ in other lands 
where sharing their faith can lead to 
imprisonment or worse. Lord,  give Your 
people great courage but also great 
discernment that they might know how best 
to live out their faith for You... God of Hope 
fill your people with Your Spirit so that they 
can live powerful for You where they are. 

Lord God we also ask You to protect & bless 
all Your people who face severe persecution 
in our world today.  

Prayers for Others 
As we continue to pray now we ask God to 
stir the hearts of decision makers in Israel 
& Palestine. May they turn from using violent 
means & seek to properly engage with each 
other. We ask also that leaders from other 
nations would exert their influence to bring 
a quick end to the violence … 
And we pray that innocent people on both 
sides would be protected from rockets & air 
strikes… Lord God may there be a quick end 
to this conflict & may a cessation of violence 
be only the first step on the road towards a 
better future for all in that area. 
  
We now continue in Prayer as we remember 
the nation of India & all other places where 
Covid is bringing such painful loss of life. 
 

We continue to pray for the speedy delivery 
of oxygen, ventilators & other life saving 
equipment to those who need it most.  
We also pray too for healthcare workers & 
volunteers who risk their lives each day to 
heal & care for the sick.  
Pray too for the Indian government that it 
would have wisdom & do all it can to stop the 
spread of this virus. 
We also remember and pray for the growing 
numbers of Covid cases in Nepal, Bangladesh 
& Pakistan. 
 
We pray too for the work of UNICEF & 
others as they seek to deliver millions of 
vaccines to poorer countries in our world. . 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Doreen, 
Robert, Shankar, Reece & Heather.  

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Gerry & Jean, Peggy, Edna 
& Dorothy & Brian Gray.                                               

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 


