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Read 1 Peter 4:12-19  

 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the 
fiery ordeal that has come on you to test 
you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as 
you participate in the sufferings of 
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when 
his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory & of God 
rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not 
be as a murderer or thief or any other kind 
of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, 
if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin 
with God’s household; & if it begins with us, 
what will the outcome be for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is 
hard for the righteous to be saved, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to 
God’s will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

Thought- Sitting as a young boy with a cut 
knee as my mother washed my little wound 
wasn’t a pleasant experience...  However 
gentle the water and antiseptic was applied 

it still smarted and it still left me holding 
back tears.... 

As we continue with the letter of Peter we 
come again to Peter’s insistence that 
followers of Jesus shouldn’t be surprised 
when opposition & persecution comes. Peter 
is clear followers of Jesus should expect to 
suffer & that this must not be because they 
have done wrong vs 15 (or even just because we 
are human...like illness). Instead we should 
expect to suffer because of our association 
with Jesus & we should ‘praise God that (we) 
bear that name’ vs 16  

Peter has said similar things before in this 
letter but now in vs 17 he goes further telling 
us that ‘it is time for judgment to begin with 
God’s household’. This idea perhaps flows 
from Ezekiel 9 where God judges the 
rebellious people of Jerusalem, beginning 
with the priests & those in the temple. Peter 
may also be drawing on Zechariah 13:7-9, a 
passage quoted by Jesus on the night of his 
arrest Mk 14.27. In the context of Zechariah 
we see that the judgement for God’s people 
is a process of purification... Like God 
putting us on His knee to cleanse our dirty 
wounds. Followers of Jesus must expect to 
be refined & this is a ‘hard’ experience vs 18   
But it is in the end for our good...  

Peter is always asking us to look forward to 
where things are going.... to take our eyes 
off our painful knees & instead trust the 
One who wields the antiseptic..  But Peter 
also wants us to ask ourselves a very 
important question.. If it’s hard for those 
who have trusted Jesus... what will become 
of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
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We take a moment of quiet as we ask God to 
once again burden our hearts with concern & 
compassion for those who don’t know Jesus.. 

Prayer- Lord Jesus we remember how you 
wept before Jerusalem...  so we ask You to 
give us tears for those around us you don’t 
know you... Let us feel your love for them, 
your concern.... and let us not slip into quiet 
comfortableness...    

Prayers for Others   
Once more we begin by praying using the 
Open Doors resource & we pray for Lebanon. 
Children there have been unable to attend 
school for over a year and are also mostly 
not able to meet online. We pray for those 
who are struggling in that land. 
 
We also pray for Sylvie a Christian mother 
living in Comoros of the coast of Africa. 
Sylvie is being pressurized by her community 
to conform to Islam & send her daughters to 
an Islamic school. We pray for courage, 
protection & wisdom for Sylvie & her family. 
 
We also continue to remember the decisions 
made at the G7 summit particularly those 
promises towards making the Covid vaccine 
more available to those who are poor. We 
pray that these leaders would fulfill their 
promises and that more would be done to 
help the poorest in our world. 

We continue to pray for the situation in 
Palestine/Israel in prayer. We give thanks 
for the holding ceasefire but we pray for 
stability as a new Israeli government takes 
power. We pray that they prioritise peace & 

better relations with their Palestinian 
neighbours.   

We pray for our own land, particularly for 
those children & their families who have 
been left deeply disappointed after they 
haven’t been offered a secondary school 
place. We pray that the right doors would 
open to provide all children with the 
opportunity to fulfill their potential.  
We pray too for the tense political situation 
in our land, praying for better dialogue & for 
peace. 
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested our 
prayers. 
We continue to remember Adrianna, Adam, 
Timothy, Cole, Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old 
Jude. We particularly pray for little Zion & 
his family as he faces intense treatment 
over the next weeks. 

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny, Stanley, Lisa, Alma Abbs, 
Trevor, Doreen, Robert, Shankar, Reece, 
Heather & especially Matthew following a 
very serious operation.  

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Gerry & Jean, Peggy, Edna 
& Dorothy & Brian Gray, Nan & Hazel 
Smyth.       

We remember too Robyn & Jonny following 
their sad loss ...                                      

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 


