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Read 1 Peter 4:1-6   

 

Therefore, since Christ suffered in his 
body, arm yourselves also with the same 
attitude, because whoever suffers in the 
body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do 
not live the rest of their earthly lives for 
evil human desires, but rather for the will of 
God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the 
past doing what pagans choose to do—living 
in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 
carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their 
reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on 
you. 5 But they will have to give account to 
him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was 
preached even to those who are now dead, so 
that they might be judged according to 
human standards in regard to the body, but 
live according to God in regard to the spirit. 

Thought- Sunday past our young people led 
us in a service that reminded us how 
important it is to put Jesus ‘at the centre’ 
of our lives. Thinking of this, I couldn’t help 
but reflect on how much space different 
‘loves’ take up in our hearts.... And here 
Peter does something similar as he tells his 
readers in verse 3 ‘  you have spent enough 
time in the past doing what pagans choose to 

do...    Or as Tom Wright translates this 
verse   ‘Pagan ways of life have had quite 
enough of your time already!’ Why should 
they have it any more?’  

So Peter asks his readers (and us) to think 
of our lives and how we have spent our 
time... We are called to make the decision to 
be done with sin as we instead follow Christ 
even if that means walking with Him into 
suffering....    

As we think of Peter’s words we see again 
that although the gospel is free & life giving,  
that following Jesus isn’t a ‘bed of roses’. 
Peter isn’t afraid to tell these under 
pressure Christians that they will probably 
have further abuse heaped on them (vs5).                      
I wonder what Peter might say to us 
comfort loving Christians in the west today... 
And what Peter might think about some ways 
of sharing the gospel that focus on all the 
blessings but perhaps overlook the cost of 
taking up our cross...  Mark 8:34, Luke 14:27 

As we have seen earlier in this letter as 
Peter encourages his under pressure readers 
to remain faithful, he isn’t afraid to look 
forward to the judgement... both as a 
reminder that those who abuse them will 
have to give an account for it (vs5). But also 
as an encouragement that those believers 
who had already tasted death (their body 
had been judged) were now alive ‘according 
to God in regard to the spirit’ vs 6. 

So Peter brings us back once more to his 
main purpose throughout this letter 
encouraging his readers to remain faithful 
to Jesus in a world that can be hostile. 
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Prayers – Lord forgive us when we value 
comfort over faithfulness to Christ or when 
we focus on the parts of the gospel that we 
like to hear but quietly forget the parts of 
Christ’s message that are deeply challenging 
and unsettling. Help us to consciously put 
Jesus at the centre of our lives each day. 

Prayers for Others   
As we remember persecuted Christians 
around our world so ‘Open Doors’ reminds us 
to pray for all the volunteers who pray, help 
and raise support for those who face 
persecution. 
 
We are also encouraged to pray especially 
for Turkey this week…  For the opening of a 
community centre that will provide a safe 
place where Christians who have been 
forced to flee their countries can receive 
practical and spiritual support. We 
remember those who are helping to set up 
this centre including a man who was 
imprisoned & tortured in his own country 
because of his faith.  
 
We continue to pray for Christians in other 
lands as we remember those who have been 
rejected or abused by their families 
because they decided to follow Jesus. 

We also continue to hold the situation in 
Palestine/Israel in prayer. We give thanks 
for the holding ceasefire but we pray for 
stability as Israel potentially seeks to form 
a new government & in Gaza. We pray that 
God would draw the right people into 
important positions & that this would lead to 
a journey of reconciliation & peace.  

We also continue in Prayer for the nation of 
India. We are thankful that Covid cases are 
dropping somewhat but we remember the 
many who are still seriously ill & the 
thousands who have lost loved ones. We pray 
too for medical teams as they struggle not 
only with Covid but also with other 
complications flowing from it. 

We pray too for those we know In India, 
especially those serving with Emmanuel 
Ministries in Kolkotta.  

We also continue to pray for all those who 
are working to get vaccines out to the 
poorest in our world… 

We continue praying for the political 
situation in Mynamar… that democracy & 
human rights would be restored.  
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny, Stanley, Anna & her family 
Joanne, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Doreen, 
Robert, Shankar, Reece & Heather.  

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Gerry & Jean, Peggy, Edna 
& Dorothy & Brian Gray.    

We remember too Ronnie Deering & family 
following the death of his sister Grace.                                             

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 


