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Read 1 Peter 5:1-7

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow 
elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
who also will share in the glory to be 
revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that 
is under your care, watching over them—not 
because you must, but because you are 
willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing 
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not 
lording it over those entrusted to you, but 
being examples to the flock. 4 And when the 
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away. 

5 In the same way, you who are younger, 
submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, 
clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another, because,    “God opposes the proud 
    but shows favour to the humble.” 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because 
he cares for you. 

Thought- Over the past years there have 
been more than enough books written and 
courses delivered on how to Lead..  It seems 
that there are more than enough people in 
our world... in business, politics & in our 
churches ..who yearn and hope to be leaders. 

However I have to say I didn’t really want to 
be one of them...! In fact leadership seemed 
to me to be something for others... People 
with bigger ideas, people who are more 
creative... bolder... more articulate...  No I 
haven’t really longed for leadership...  In 
fact I remember reading & reflecting on 
this issue in college & feeling quite in awe of 
those who seemed to have much greater 
leadership skills than myself. 

Then I remember reading a couple of books 
that described ‘leadership’ as influence... 
And while this didn’t take away all my 
anxieties it did lead me to remember that 
the bible’s picture of leadership is very 
different from many contemporary 
leadership manuals. Here in 1 Peter the 
elders (those senior in age & positions of 
influence) are simply told to be ‘shepherds 
of God’s flock that is under your care’ Vs 2.  

This reminds us that ultimately... God is our 
True King & Leader... we are His flock... But 
that God entrusts the care of that flock to 
certain people who are called to humbly 
serve and set a good example.... 

Now obviously there is much more that could 
be said...  for instance...serving people 
doesn’t always mean that a leaders should 
just give them what they want.. And being a 
good example doesn’t mean doing everything 
or always being at the front....   Still these 
verses tell us that God longs for servant 
leaders... people who will influence others 
positively for good & for Christ. 

When we begin to see ‘leadership’ in that 
way we begin to realise that God has called 
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each of us to lead in certain ways...  We 
might be quiet... we might almost faint at 
the idea of standing in front of others...            
But there will be some that we will influence 
through our lives... in & out of church.... 

Prayer- Lord God, it can make us nervous to 
consider ourselves as leaders .... we often 
feel inadequate & anxious... However we ask 
You to help us ‘cast all our anxieties ‘ on You. 
Help us to set such good examples of love 
and care, of righteousness & faithfulness to 
Jesus that young & old will be influenced for 
good....encouraged to follow Jesus 
themselves. amen   

So we also now pray for those in leadership 
in our Church...                                           
For Rev Dr Sahr Yambasu our new Irish 
Methodist President, as he begins his year. 

For our Secretary of Conference Rev Dr 
Heather Morris. 

For those in the new governance board & the 
‘core’ leadership team. 

For all Ministers & lay workers. 

For all local preachers, those involved in 
youth & children’s work, those involved in 
ministering in the community or helping 
pastorally.     

Prayers for Others   
Once more we begin by praying using the 
Open Doors resource & we pray for Burkina 
Faso. We remember Isaiah & his family had 
to leave their home & farm when jihadists 
came to their village & told them to convert 
or leave. We give thanks that Open Doors 
have been able to offer them food aid.  

We also continue to remember the people of 
Myanmar after the military coup. We pray 
for Christians who have fled their homes 
because of military pressure. 

We also continue to pray for those lands 
that continue to be stricken badly with Covid 
19.... we remember Brazil... India... Nepal & 
other countries.   

We pray for our own land, particularly for 
those children & their families who have 
been left deeply disappointed after they 
haven’t been offered a secondary school 
place. We pray that the right doors would 
open to provide all children with the 
opportunity to fulfill their potential.  
We pray too for the tense political situation 
in our land, praying for better dialogue & for 
peace. 
 
We now pray for those on our 
Prayer Chain.  
We continue to remember Adrianna, Adam, 
Timothy, Cole, Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old 
Jude. We particularly pray for little Zion as 
he undergoes intense treatment over the 
next weeks.    We also pray for Doreen, 
Robert, Shankar, Reece, Heather &  
Matthew following a very serious operation.  

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim,  
Anna, Maggie, Alison, Irene, Gerry & 
Jean, Dorothy & Brian Gray & Nan. 

We also pray for Hazel Smyth undergoing 
treatment in hospital, Peggy Harrison & 
Bernie McKee both also in hospital.  

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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