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Read 1 Peter 5:8-14 

 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour. 9 Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers 
throughout the world is undergoing the same 
kind of sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever 
and ever. Amen.    12 With the help of 
Silas whom I regard as a faithful brother, I 
have written to you briefly, encouraging you 
and testifying that this is the true grace of 
God. Stand fast in it. 

13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together 
with you, sends you her greetings, and so 
does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with 
a kiss of love. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

Thought- I love mysteries, books or TV 
shows where you have to question what you 
read or what you see for the plot is always 
more complex & often people who look guilty 
are innocent...While those who look ‘like 
butter wouldn’t melt in their mouth’ turn out 
to be the villains behind the whole trouble! 

Peter has spent much of his time in this 
letter encouraging his readers to stand firm 
against those who were persecuting them. 
Some of that opposition came from the 

community around those early Christians. 
While at other times it was the Roman 
authorities who tried to suppress the faith 
in a more organised way.  

But here as Peter moves to finish his letter 
he wants his readers to look deeper at what 
is going on....Who is the real enemy behind 
all the suffering the face..Who do they 
really need to stand against...? 

And Peter’s answer is clear & simple... behind 
all the human opposition & antagonism stands 
the devil... he is the real enemy. Of course in 
today’s society even some Christians sneer 
at the thought of a real devil! We would 
rather see our enemy in systems or politics 
or other people... But while all these things 
can do ‘evil’ (in the sense they oppose the 
work & will of God), scripture leaves us no 
doubt that these aren’t ultimately the main 
foe... No whether we or our world want to 
believe it or not there is a real devil...& we 
need to be aware of that because we can 
only resist him & win the fight if we know 
who we are standing against.  

So what does Peter tell us to do ..well firstly 
he says we must be alert and of sober mind... 
we must therefore be aware of the enemies 
schemes & what he is trying to do.. Not that 
we develop an unhealthy interest in demonic 
forces but that we are discerning... asking 
God to help us see the deeper plot twists so 
that we don’t demonise certain people or 
groups of people... Instead we stand firm in 
the faith... the enemy isn’t called the father 
of lies (Jhn 8:44) for no reason! Often his 
attacks (whether persecutions or 
temptations) will be ways of trying to get 
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people to doubt God & what He has said.  So 
we ‘fight’ that by consistently filling our 
minds & hearts with the truth of God’s 
Word.   As we see from verse 9 & 10 we also 
need to remember that we are not in this 
war alone...  God has put us in a family... 
made us as the song says ‘an army of 
ordinary people’ ...we stand together.. And 
ultimately we win because God stands with 
us...  God will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast... 

Prayer- Lord God, whatever ‘battle’ we face 
this day or in the days to come... help us to 
stand firm in faith... filling our lives with 
Your truth... help us stand faithfully 
together... supporting each other in prayer & 
love... help us to remain steadfastly close to 
Jesus ... Trusting Him to rescue, refresh & 
restore us no matter what may come...  Amen  

So as we turn to pray for others we focus 
firstly on the many Christians in our world 
who face strong persecution in their 
countries. 

We pray for our fellow believers in N Korea, 
Sudan, Pakistan, India, Iran, Iraq and many 
other nations... 

Lord God we hold up our brothers and 
sisters to You now asking for physical, social 
& spiritual protection....  

We also pray for Christians like ourselves in 
the West that we would be more aware of 
the ‘battle’ that rages around us & that we 
would pray & share God’s truth consistently. 

 We pray too for our Churches- asking God 
to lead us into all truth by His Spirit... 
helping us stand firm on biblical truth but 
also share widely God’s generous love.  

Prayers for Others  We also continue to 
pray for those areas of our world that are 
experiencing terrible situations... 

For those lands were conflict continues... 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria...and others 

For Myanmar after the military coup. 

For those lands where Covid cases are rising 
again including Brazil, India, Bangladesh, 
Australia and others... 

We pray for our own land as we face the 
summer asking for peace stability and a 
growth in good relations… 
 
 
We now pray for those on our 
Prayer Chain.  

So we remember especially those 
on our prayer chain... for Adrianna, Adam, 
Timothy, Cole, Ellis, Daniel, little Jude & 
Zion undergoing treatment. For Doreen, 
Robert, Shankar, Reece, Heather 
Matthew, Rev Jonathan & Daisy in 
hospital.                                                
Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Anna, Maggie, Alison, Irene, Gerry & 
Jean, Dorothy & Brian Gray , Nan & 
Peggy. 

And we remember Hazel Smyth undergoing 
treatment in hospital & Bernie McKee also 
in hospital.   We also remember Marta 
following the loss of her brother Rodney. 
Praying too for Rodney’s wife Wilma & family 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 


