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Read 1 Peter 4:7-11   

 

The end of all things is near. Therefore be 
alert and of sober mind so that you may 
pray. 8 Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude 
of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace 
in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, 
they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they 
should do so with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever & ever. Amen. 

Thought- Today’s reading from Peter’s 
letter brings me back to a few Sundays ago, 
as I am reminded of the disciples standing 
staring awestruck into the heavens as Jesus 
ascended to heaven. However two angels 
then appear & gently rebuke them saying 
‘why do you stand looking into heaven?’ Acts 

1:11.    The point being... that this isn’t a time 
just to dream of heaven but that Jesus had 
left them work to do.....    

Likewise Peter in today’s reading isn’t 
suggesting that he believes that the end of 

the world is about to happen this week or 
even next year... No Peter is saying that 
Jesus through His life, death, resurrection 
& ascension has already advanced God’s 
saving plan to the point where Christ could 
return at any point to complete this work. 

So in light of Christ’s imminent return, Peter 
urges his readers to not just patiently wait 
but to pray, love practically and use the 
gifts that God has given them to ‘serve 
others as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms’ Vs 10. It’s also good to 
note that Peter seems to believe that each 
of his readers will have received some sort 
of gift from God. Whether it’s serving or 
speaking or something else all Christians 
have something to offer by serving others 
and bring glory to Christ. 

Finally in verse 8 we note that Peter quotes 
from Proverbs (10:12) when he tells his 
readers that they must ‘love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude 
of sins..’  It’s important to realise that this 
doesn’t mean that if we love enough then our 
sins are forgiven... (that would be a works 
based gospel) Rather in the context of the 
Proverbs quote Peter is saying that love 
doesn’t broadcast sins but bears them... (1 Cor 
13:5-7)  So Peter is encouraging us to love so 
much that we forget about any slights or 
offenses against us... Instead God’s love in 
us covers over these sins in our hearts and 
minds ...  

As we think of our place in God’s family & 
our local church, do we know our God given 
gifts & are we using them for His glory..? 
And are we so filled with the love of Jesus 
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that slights (whether real or imagined) don’t 
dominate our thinking but rather we are so 
excited about sharing the love we have 
found in Jesus that we focus on that in our 
daily lives...? 

Prayers – Lord God help us to remember and 
experience again this day Your deep love for 
us in Jesus Christ. Help us to be so 
enamoured with Your love that we willingly 
lose sight of those real or imagined offenses 
against us... Help us also to discover and 
develop our gifts that we can share Your 
love in practical ways with others for God’s 
glory.  Amen 

Prayers for Others   
Once more we begin by praying using the 
Open Doors resource & we pray for Syria. 
After 10 years of war & persecution many 
are blaming God & we pray for the people of 
Syria that they know God’s love & healing.  
We pray also for believers from Muslim 
backgrounds all across the Middle East who 
are following Jesus secretly for fear of 
being persecuted or killed by communities… 
We pray for protection and encouragement.  
 
We also remember that at the end of this 
week the G7 summit will take place in 
Cornwall. This is a great opportunity for 
world leaders to agree on how to tackle the 
climate crisis and help end poverty. 
Let us pray for the leaders of Australia, 
Canada, France, Germany, India, Italy, 
Japan, S Korea, the UK and the US…. That 
they prioritize the plight of the poor and 
commit to helping all get vaccinated and 
receive other practical help.  

We pray for the families of those who lost 
their lives in the Pakistan train crash... 

We continue to pray for the situation in 
Palestine/Israel in prayer. We give thanks 
for the holding ceasefire but we pray for 
stability as Israel potentially seeks to form 
a new government & in Gaza. We pray that 
God would draw the right people into 
important positions & that this would lead to 
a journey of reconciliation & peace.  

We also continue in Prayer for the nations 
experiencing strong Covid surges- India , 
Nepal, Bangladesh, S America.  

We continue praying for the political 
situation in Mynamar… that democracy & 
human rights would be restored.  
 
So we turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 
We continue to remember 
Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, 
baby Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, 
Mitch, Johnny, Stanley, Lisa, Alma Abbs, 
Trevor, Doreen, Robert, Shankar, Reece, 
Heather & Matthew.  

Also for those in our Church family who are 
ill, or in need of prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, 
Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  
Alison, Irene, Gerry & Jean, Peggy, Edna 
& Dorothy & Brian Gray, Nan & Hazel 
Smyth.    

We remember too Robyn & Jonny following 
their sad loss ...                                             

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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